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Climate Change International News

ASEAN-ITTO regional Workshop on perspectives of Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) forestry projects

22 - 24 March 2006 / Phnom Penh, Cambodia


 
ITTO and ASEAN, with the support of the ASEAN-German Regional Forest Programme (ReFOP) and the Government of Cambodia,  hosted the Regional Workshop on Perspectives of Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) Forestry Projects in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, from 22 March to 24 March 2006.

   
The general objective of the workshop was to promote the understanding of the rules and procedures of AR-CDM and encourage country-level initiatives in promoting AR-CDM project activities in line with the ITTO Guidelines for the Restoration, Management and Rehabilitation of Degraded and Secondary Tropical Forests. Specifically, the Workshop intended to:

· Enhance participants’ general knowledge of AR-CDM projects, including introduction to the rules and regulations governing AR-CDM projects, Project Design Document (PDD), baseline and monitoring methodologies development;

· Familiarize with the financial and investment issues relating to AR-CDM projects;

· Promote the exchange of experiences in the development of AR-CDM projects through AR-CDM case studies;

· Enhance the capacity of project proponents in collecting data and information necessary for preparing the AR-CDM Project Design Document; and

· Facilitate the exchange of views on the inclusion of reducing emissions from deforestation to a post-2012 agreement of the Kyoto Protocol.

           In the  Regional Workshop in Cambodia about 30 – 40 participants participated from ITTO member countries in the Asia-Pacific Region as well as ASEAN members.

FROM KYOTO TO MONTREAL: REFLECTIONS ON UNFCCC COP 11 AND KP COP/MOP 1 
14 December 2005
At about 6:00 a.m. on Saturday, 10 December 2005, Minister Stéphane Dion of Canada declared the formal  closure  of the Montreal Climate Change Conference amidst the cheers and applause of a weary but elated crowd that had stayed up all night for the historic moment marking the official beginning of the implementation of the Kyoto Protocol, and initial steps on where to go next.

Despite the lack of more ambitious progress on achieving much needed emissions reductions, the outcomes of the meeting indicate a turning point for the Kyoto Protocol, signaling its full operationalization and the beginnings of discussion on a process beyond 2012. 
REVISED AR FORMS - SCOPE OF ACM0008 - RESUBMISSIONS

In accordance with the revised guidelines for completing CDM-AR-PDD and CDM-AR-NM as agreed by the CDM Executive Board in its last meeting, the respective CDM-AR-PDD and CDM-AR-NM forms  have been modified and posted on the UNFCCC CDM web site at the 'documents section' <http://cdm.unfccc.int/Reference/Documents>;

 
The scope of the approved  ACM0008 methodology “the consolidated methodology for coal bed methane and coal mine methane capture and use for power (electrical or motive) and heat and / or destruction by flaring" has been extended to scope 8. The approved methodology is therefore now linked to scope 8 and 10. For more information please  visit the 'methodologies section' of the UNFCCC CDM web site <http://cdm.unfccc.int/methodologies/PAmethodologies/approved.html>


INEOS  FLUOR TO  SELL  1  MILLION CERS TO NATSOURCE SUBSIDIARY

28 November 2005

INEOS Fluor have agreed to sell 1 million Certified Emission Reductions (CERs) to Carbon Compliance Acquisition Corporation 5, a wholly owned subsidiary of Natsource Europe Ltd. The company was established to engage in transactions in the carbon market. CERs created by the destruction of HFC23 at Ulsan Chemical, Korea from 2004 and 2005 will be delivered. The CDM project activity at Ulsan Chemical (A company of Foosung Group) has been reducing emissions since January 2003. The Clean Development Mechanism’s Executive Board (CDM-EB) registered the project in March this year, enabling the project activity to generate CERs under the CDM.

 
 
The first verification of HFC23 destroyed ending March 2005 has been completed. The second verification to cover HFC23 destruction to the end of October would be completed by December, 2005.  Following approval of the first verification report by the Executive Board, Certified Emission Reduction (CERs) of 2004 and 2005 vintage should be available by the end of this year. Following issuance of the first CERs, the contracted volumes will be forwarded directly to Carbon Compliance Acquisition 5’s account, within the CDM Registry.

 
In order for Carbon Compliance Acquisition 5, Ltd., to take delivery of these CERs, prior to the International Transaction Log being in place, the company has been made a project participant. UK DNA approval has been given and the UNFCCC have confirmed that all the necessary documentation has been submitted.

 
 
“This is a significant transaction for INEOS Fluor” commented David Price, CEO INEOS Fluor. “We are confident that the Executive Board of the CDM will be satisfied with the clarifications we have provided on the monitoring methodology, which will allow us to make the request for issuance of CERs from the Ulsan project.”

OVER 700,000 CERTIFIED EMISSION REDUCTIONS (CERS) ISSUED BY UNFCCC TO ULSAN CDM PROJECT

January 2006

INEOS Fluor  celebrated the first 737,525 Certified Emission Reductions (CERs), issued to the Ulsan CDM Project by the Executive board of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). INEOS Fluor is one of the project participants through its businesses in Japan and Korea, along with Ulsan Chemical, Firstec and UPC in Korea. The CERs have been generated through the reduction of HFC 23 emissions, a by-product from the manufacture of HCFC 22 refrigerants, from Ulsan Chemical (A company of Foosung Group).

 
The CDM project at Ulsan Chemical has been preventing HFC 23 greenhouse gas emissions since January 2003. This initial batch of CERs covers activity for April to October 2005. It is anticipated that the next batch of 937,238 CERs, that cover greenhouse gas emission reduction up to March 2004, will be issued at the end of next week. 

 
“This is another major milestone for INEOS Fluor, which is the culmination of three and a half years of effort,” commented David Price, CEO INEOS Fluor. “Having first invested in this project in 2003 I am very pleased to finally see the end product resulting from the significant emission reductions achieved since the plant began operation. 

 
“INEOS Fluor have been at the forefront of the CDM process since receiving the approval of the first methodology AM0001 in 2003. At every step we have moved forward with the Executive Board as rules, processes and experience have developed.” 

 
The CERs that have been issued will meet commitments made to companies over the past couple of years, including the contracted volumes to Carbon Compliance Acquisition 5’. 

To date Ulsan Chemical has delivered significant, real and verifiable reductions in greenhouse gas emissions of over 1.6 million tonnes of CO2(e) thanks to the involvement of INEOS Fluor Limited. This reduction in emissions would not have been possible had it not been for the Clean Development Mechanism of the Kyoto Protocol and investment from both companies

STATE TO PROMOTE PROJECTS UNDER CLEAN DEVELOPMENT MECHANISM

January 24, 2006 

Tamil Nadu is one of the States chosen for capacity building initiatives for the promotion of small-scale projects under the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM). 

Originally, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Punjab and Rajasthan were selected for the component of capacity building initiatives. Two months ago, 10 more States, including Tamil Nadu, were added to the list, official sources say. 

The Centre has identified the Tamil Nadu Energy Development Agency (TEDA) as the State-level agency for developing the small-scale projects. Under the UNDP support, the TEDA will be given Rs. 9,16,800 to set up a CDM cell and capacity  building to support small-scale CDM projects (up to 15 megawatt capacity) in Tamil Nadu. The Agency will develop at least three Project Design Documents, according to an official release issued at a workshop organized by TEDA on CDM for small projects. 

AUSTRALIA MUST GO MANDATORY ON CLIMATE POLICY, OPPOSITION SAYS…….

31st January, 2006  


              The John Howard government’s climate policy has isolated Australia from international action against climate change while it should go for mandatory fixed targets for greenhouse gas emission reductions, according to shadow environment minister Anthony Albanese.
UN SAYS KYOTO COUNTRIES FALLING SHORT OF TARGET

14th February, 2006

As a whole industrialized signatories of the Kyoto Protocol are on their way to lower emissions by 3.5 per cent under 1990 levels by 2010, short of the 5 per cent target, according to Richard Kinley, acting head of the United Nation Framework Convention on Climate Change secretariat.
WORLD BANK APPROVES $86 MILLION LOAN FOR CHINESE CDM PROJECTS
14th February, 2006

               The World Bank has approved a $86.33 million loan to develop wind power projects in China that have the potential to generate well over a million certified emissions reductions by 2012.

CDM PROJECT DEVELOPER ECONERGY TO LIST ON LONDON STOCK EXCHANGE

10th February, 2006


               Econergy, a US-based developer of Clean Development Mechanism projects, is to list on the London Stock Exchange (LSE) on 23 February, the fifth company in the area of carbon finance to float in the UK within the last year.

UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE UNFCCC NEWSLETTER

16 February 2006


To mark the one-year anniversary of the Kyoto Protocol’s entry into force,
on 16 February 2005, the UNFCCC secretariat launched the inaugural
edition of the UNFCCC e-newsletter.  During a web survey conducted in 2005,
the concept of a UNFCCC newsletter stood out as the number one new web
service demanded by participants.  This newsletter will consolidate
information from across all the UNFCCC web sites, providing an overview of
what is new. It is designed to provide a forum for UNFCCC programmes to
draw attention to key developments in their respective fields. For the
compatibility, it is in plain text, allowing users to link through
to individual items.
ICFRE NEWS

Under the Project activity of EU- ICFRE Project, a publication titled “KNOWS AND HOWS FOR AFFORESTATION & REFORESTATION SINKS PROJECTS IN CDM” and “FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  (FAQs)” on CDM A&R Projects was brought out. It was distributed to all the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests of all the State Forest Departments for wider dissemination and publicity of CDM A&R Projects among the Forestry community; the publication was also distributed to various user groups on request.

The BCC Division is preparing a report on “ANALYSIS OF BARRIERS TO CDM SINKS PROJECTS”. In this connection, Questionnaires were sent to all Principal Chief Conservator of Forests of the State Forest Departments, NGOs, Farmers and Stakeholders form their comments.  

To facilitate the preparation of Forestry Projects a “USERS GUIDE TO CDM AFFORESTATION AND REFORESTATION PROJECTS UNDER KYOTO PROTOCOL OF UNFCCC” is  prepared for distribution among the delegates of the 2nd EU-ICFRE Project Workshop. In the said Users guide CDM Modalities and Procedures are explained in a simple user-friendly language.
Second International EU-ICFRE Workshop: Biodiversity and Climate Change Division organized the Second International Workshop on “Climate Change Mitigation in Forestry Sector: Using Results of Projects, Regional and National Analysis and Project Proposal Preparation” at India Habitat Center, New Delhi on the 23rd  and 24th  January 2006  in partnership with Joanneum Research, Austria; Freiburg University, Germany and Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, USA This Workshop is part of the EU-India Project funded by the European Union within the Small Projects Facility Programme in Economic Co-operation. A special website was developed http://euin-arcdm.icfre.org. The EU - India CDM partnership website was formally inaugurated by the Secretary to the Government of India, MoEF, Dr Prodipto Ghosh during this Workshop. This website will serve as a platform for discussion and dissemination of information among the Project proponents and various stake holders. While during Valedictory Session Chief Guest Thiru A.Raja, Hon’ble Minister for Environment and Forests, Govt. of India released a Brochure on ‘Forest Invasive Species’.

UPCOMING EVENTS

ASIA-PACIFIC FORESTRY COMMISSION, MEET

Dehradun, India, 17 - 21 April 2006
Delegates and participants of the 21st session of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission will have the chance to visit South Asia’s historic “cradle of forestry” – Dehradun, India. 
The Asia-Pacific forestry community will have an opportunity to first-hand  observe India’s forests and dynamic forestry sector, when the 21st session of the APFC convenes in Dehradun, 17 - 21 April 2006. 

The  crowning feature of the APFC meeting will be a special session Toward Sustainable Forest Management. The special session will examine the findings of the 2005 Forest Resources Assessment, review the accomplishments of APFC and FAO in the region, and consider major forestry developments in APFC member countries. The  key focus of the special session will be on approaches for financing sustainable forest management. With forestry issues holding the spotlight in national and global for, there is growing debate about how to finance forest management in an efficient and effective manner. The APFC session will allow participants to share views on this important topic. 

A final element of the special session will address the role of regional mechanisms in supporting efforts to achieve sustainable forest management. Representatives of the Asia Forest Partnership, East Asia FLEG, ASEAN, the South Pacific community, and others will be invited to share their views and experiences. 
An in-session seminar on payment for environmental services will probe deeper into the prospects for these newly emerging mechanisms for funding forest management and protection. 
Also on the agenda is consideration of codes of practice for planted forests, forest harvesting and wildland fires. Consideration will be given to whether a broader regional code for sustainable forest management standards is needed in Asia and the Pacific. 
Information will also be shared on a joint FAO/ITTO effort to develop guidelines for forest law enforcement, activities of the Asia-Pacific Forest Invasive Species Network, and proposals for a new Asia-Pacific Forest Sector Outlook Study. 
Pre-session workshops and side meetings will also be arranged in conjunction with the main APFC meeting in Dehradun. Exhibits and displays will be prepared by various international and Indian forestry organizations to highlight a wide range of activities in the region. 
CARBON EXPO 2006

Cologne - Germany 10 - 12 May 06
      CARBON EXPO: The world’s only trade fair and conference for emissions trading and the carbon market has been defined by participants as an extremely successful event. In the last expo, at least 100 deals for the purchase of carbon emissions reductions from poor and middle income countries from the developing world and countries in transition were reached and/or advanced. Record participation of developing countries: 29 high level representatives.
WORKSHOP ON REDUCING EMISSIONS FROM DEFORESTATION IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

Bad Blumau, Austria 10 - 12 May 2006

 
The objective of the workshop is to provide a timely forum for an informal discussion and assessment of methodological and policy approaches for reducing emissions from deforestation. The workshop will base its discussions on the published literature, the 31 March submissions by governments and observer organizations, and inputs by workshop participants.
CLIMATE CHANGES AND THEIR IMPACT ON BOREAL AND TEMPERATE FORESTS

Ekaterinburg, Russia. 5 - 7 June 2006

            In the planned conference in Ekaterinburg, four partner institutes engaged in environmental research (USFEU, IPAE, SIF, WSL) have decided to take up the opportunity (1) to present the latest results in the field of climate changes and its possible effects on boreal and temperate forests, and (2) to discuss future research directions and joint projects for further cooperation that allows to link research across the different regions towards an early detection system for the impacts of climate change. There will be excursions to research sites and nature reserves in the Ural mountain range, giving first hand experience of these unique systems.
IGU 2006 BRISBANE CONFERENCE REGIONAL RESPONSES TO GLOBAL CHANGES A VIEW FROM THE ANTIPODES

Brisbane, Australia. 3 - 7 July 2006

                  IGU 2006 Brisbane will focus geographical attention on critical physical and human processes driving global change. Complex, global-scale processes exert pressures on environmental, social, cultural and economic resources at regional and local scales. It will look at regional responses in a changing world, with emphasis on tropical and arid zones, particularly in Australia, New Zealand, Southeast Asia and the South-West Pacific.
RECENT  STUDIES

STUDY  FINDS LARGE INCREASE IN STRONG HURRICANES

The number of Category 4 and 5 hurricanes has increased by 80 percent worldwide during the past 35 years, according to a study in the 16 September 2005 issue of Science (vol. 309, pp. 1844-1846). 

RESEARCHERS FIND EVIDENCE OF HUMAN-PRODUCED WARMING IN OCEANS

A new study has found a “compelling agreement” between observed changes in ocean temperatures since 1960 and the changes simulated by two climate models under rising atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases. In all of the world’s ocean basins, the warming predicted by the models for the upper 700 meters (2,300 feet) of the ocean corresponded to actual measurements obtained at sea, with confidence exceeding 95 percent. The study was published in the June 2, 2005 online version of the journal Science.

ENERGY IMBALANCE SAID TO CONFIRM GREENHOUSE GASES’ CONTRIBUTION TO WARMING

Precise measurements of temperature within the ocean confirm that the Earth is absorbing more energy from sunlight than it emits back to space, providing perhaps the strongest evidence to date that rising concentrations of greenhouse gases and other pollutants are the primary cause of the current global warming trend. The findings are reported in the April 28, 2005 issue of the journal Science.
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