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FRI Deemed To Be University,

Dehradun (The Hawk):
Forest Research Institute
(FRI) Deemead tobe Univer-
sity, Dehradun celebrated
its 6th Convocation today
on November 26, 2022 at
11.00 krs. in the Convoca
tion Hall of FRI. Shri
Bharat Jyoti, Dircctor,
Indira Gandhi National
Forest Academy, Dehradun
graced the occasion as
Chief Guest. Shri Bivash
Ranjan, Additional Direc-
tor General (Wildlife),
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate
Change, Govt. of India at
tended the event as Guest
of Honour. Shri Arun Singh
Rawat, Chancellor, FRI
Deemed to be Umiversity
and Director General, In-
dian Council of Forestry
Research & Education
(ICFRE), Dehradun pre-
sided over the function.
The ceremony started with
the arrival of the academic
procession comprising of
the Chief Guest, Guest of
Honour, Chancellor, Vice
Chancellor, members of
Boeard of Managzment and
members of the Academic
Council led by the Regis-
trar, Dr.A K. Tripathi. At the
outset, Shri Arun Singh
Rawat, Chancellor of the
University and Dircctor
General, ICFRE declared
the convocation open.
Thereatter, Dr. Renu Singh,
Vice-chancellor of the Uni-
versity and Director, FRI
welcomed the dignitaries,
spacial invitees, students
and their parents and all
present, and presented a
report of the University
mentioning the accom-
plishments and future aspi-
rations of the University 10
become the first-rank for-
estry based Research Uni-
versity in the world with
e
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focused action plan to meet
the challenges of forestry
and related arzas. She fur-
ther affirmed the commit-
ment of the University to
promote allround develop-
mentof the students and to
contribute significantly to
the sphere of knowledge.
Altogether 504 de-
grees including 115 Ph.D.
and 389 M.Sc. were con-
ferred in different disci-
plines and programmes of
torestry. Twelve gcld med-
als were awarded to the
toppers ¢f M.Sc. courses
namely Rupali Sharma,
Savla Shruti Hasmukh,
Bikram Singh (Foresty);
Bhavya Thapa, Prachi
Upadhyay, Anthony
Ashlyn William (Environ-
ment Management);
Sunandini, Akanksha
Sharma, Pradeep Kumar
Patel (Wood Science &

Technology);  Unnati
Chaudhary, Ruchi
Bhaisora, Trinadha

Chauerjee (Cellulose and
Papertechnolagy). Dr. G.S.
Randhawa, Former Profes-
sor, IIT Roorkee sponsored
three Prof. Puran Singh best
doctoral thesis awards in
Forestry for the years 2018-
19,2019-20,2020-21 were
conferred to Dr. Indranil
Mondal, Wildlifc Institutc
of India, Dehradun; Dr.
Tanzzem Fatima, Instiute
of Wood Science & Tech-
nology, Bangalore; and Dr.
Rakhi Tyagi. Forest Re-
search Institutz, Dehradun.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the chief guest Shri
Bharat Jyoti highlighted
the importance of knowl-
edge and innovations to
promote knowledge
economy and emphasized
the role of University edu-
cation in protecting, im-
proving and conserving
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the nature and the environ-
ment. Narrating the efforts
of the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest & Climate
Change, Govt. of India for
skill development in the
environment and forest
sector under Green Skill
Development Programme,
he stated that by providing
skills to the youth not only
the global challenges can
effectively be tackled but
also the Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions, Sus-
tainable Development
Goals, and National
Biodiversity Targets can be
attained. Sharing the New
Education Policy of India,
Shri Bharat Jyoti called
upon the students to take
its benefits to maximize
their talents and make ca-
reer choices. Congratulat-
ing the degree recipients
and awardees, he urged
them to take the acquired
knowledge and skills fur-
ther and to contribute
meaningfully towards na-
tion building.

Speaking as the guest
of honaur of the ceremony,
Shri Bivash Ranjan stated
that farest conservation
should be given top prior-
ity and scientific interven-
tions are needed to address
the issues linked with for-
est productivity enhance-
ment, generation of raw
material for forest based
ndustries, poverty allevia-
ticn, pollution manage-
ment, reforestation, cli-
mate change, etc. He
shared various initiatives
of the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change, Govt. of In-
dia like CAMPA, Na-
tional Mission for Hima-
layan Studies, Capacity
Building for Management
of Industrial Pollution,
National River Conserva-
tion Directorate and
Green Skill Development
Programme in success
fully addressing these is-
sues. Highlighting the
role of quality education
in building the nation,
shri Ranjan stressed to es-
tablish mechanisms to fa-
cilitate co-operation and
integration among educa-
tianal, research and de-
velopment instituticns in
forestry and in rclated ar-
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eas. In his address, Shri
Arun Singh Rawat, Chan-
celler of the university
talked about important
nitiatives of the ICFRE
like preparation of second
National Forestry Re

search Plan (NFRP) for the
country for the year 2020-
2030, Forestry Extension
Stratzgy and Action Plan
for the year 2018-2023,
HRD Plan for capacity
building of [CFRE em-
ployees, implementation
of green skill develop-
ment programme of the
Ministry, preparation of
DPR for rejuvenation of
13 major rivers through
forestry interventions,
and national KEDD+
strategy, in line with the
national priorities to revi-
talize forestry research
and education in India.
He also mentioned about
the scientist-student con-
ncct programme called
'Prakriti’ of the ICFRE
with Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan and Navodaya
Vidyalaya Samiti to de-
velop environmental con-
sciousness at a young age.
Discnssing ahout the for-
estry education scenario
in India, shri Rawat fur-
ther informed that ac-
creditation of 31 statcs
and Agricultural universi-
tes offering graduate and
post graduate
programmes 1n forestry 1s
regularly done by the
ICFRE to ensure the high
institntional quality and
standard.

The convocation
was declared closed by
the Chancellor of I'RI
Deemed to be University
and the programme
ended with the vote of
thanks proposed by Dr.
H.S. Ginwal, Dean, FRI
Deemed to be University.
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Knowledge & innovations
vital to promote knowledge

economy: Bharat Jyoti

504 degrees awarded to students in sixth
convocation of FRI deemed university
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nowledge and innova-

tions are vital for promot-
ing knowledge economy while
university education is also
important for protecting, im-
proving and conserving na-
ture. The Indira Gandhi
National Forest Academy di-
rector Bharat Jyoti said this

while speaking at the sixth
convocation of the Forest Re-
search Institute (FRI) deemed
university here on Saturday.

Narrating the efforts of the
Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change
for skill development in the
environment and forest sector
under Green Skill Develop-
ment Programme, he stated
that by providing skills to the
youth not only can the global
challenges be effectively tack-
led but the Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions,
Sustainable  Development
Goals and National Biodiver-
sity Targets can also be at-
tained. Referring to the
National Education Policy, he
exhorted the students to de-
rive its benefits to maximise

choices. Congratulating the
degree recipients and
awardees, he urged them to
take the acquired knowledge
and skills further and to con-
tribute meaningfully towards
nation building.

Speaking on the occasion,

additional director general
(Wildlife), MoEFCC, Bivash
Ranjan stated that forest con-
servation should be given top
priority and scientific inter-
ventions are needed to address
the issues linked with forest
productivity enhancement,
§eneration of raw material for
orest based industries,
poverty alleviation, pollution
management, reforestation,
climate change and other as-
pects. He shared various ini-
tiatives of the MoEFCC being
undertaken for successfully
addressing these issues. High-
lighting the role of quality ed-
ucation in building the nation,
Ranjan stressed on establish-
ing mechanisms to facilitate
cooperation and integration
among educational, research

in forestry and in related
areas.

The university chancellor
and Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Educa-
tion (ICFRE) director general
Arun Singh Rawat talked
about important initiatives of
the ICFRE like preparation of
second National Forestry Re-
search Plan (NFRP) for the
country for the year 2020-
2030, Forestry Extension
Strategy and Action Plan for
the year 2018-2023, imple-
mentation of green skill devel-
opment programme of the
ministry, preparation of DPR
for rejuvenation of 13 major
rivers through forestry inter-
ventions, and  national
REDD+ strategy among other
works. Speaking about the
forestry education scenario in
India, Rawat informed that
accreditation of 31 State and
agricultural universities offer-
ing graduate and post gradu-
ate programmes in forestry is
regularly done by the ICFRE
to ensure the high institu-
tional quality and standard.

The FRI director and uni-
versity vice chancellor Renu
Singh presented a report of
the university mentioning its
accomplishments and future
aspirations to become the
first-rank forestry based re-
search university in the world
with focused action plan to
meet the challenges of forestry
and related areas.

A total of 504 degrees in-
cluding 115 PhDs and 389
MSc degrees were conferred
in different disciplines and
programmes of forestry dur-
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