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Encourage common peOple to
plant trees: Prakash Javadekar

By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 7 Sep: Forest
Research Institute (FRI) Deemed to be
University celebrated its 5th
Convocation, today, in the
Convocation Hall of FRI

Prakash Javadekar, Union
Environment, Forests and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC),. and
Information & Broadcasting Minister,
was the Chief Guest on the occasion,
Siddhanta Das, Director General of
Forests and Special Secretary,
atlended the function as Special
Guest. The ceremony started with the
arrival of the academic procession
comprising the Chief Guest, Special
Guest, Chancellor, Vice Chancellor
and members of the Academic
Council led by Registrar, Dr AK
Tripathi

At the outset, Dr SC Gairola,
Chancellor of the University and DG,
ICPRE; declared the convocation
open. Thereaiter, AS Rawat, Vice-
Chancellor of the University and
Director, FRI, welcomed the
dignitaries, special invitees, students
and their parenis and all present. He
presented a report on the university
mentioning the accomplishments and
future aspirations to become the first-
rank forestry based Research
University in the world with focused
action plan to meet the challenges of
foresiry and related areas. He further
affirmed the commitment of the
university to promoting all round
development of the studenis and to
contribute significantly to the sphere
af knowledge

Altogether, 315 degrees including
62 PhD and 253 MSc were conferred
in different disciplines and
programmes. of forestry, Nine gold
medals were awarded (o the toppers

of MSc coums, namely Nidhi,
Qindrila Basu,  Shabnam

Bandyopadhyay (Foresiry); Ajin
Environment

Sekhar, Mitinam Jamoh (Envi
Management), Priva Bisht, Subrata
Pal (Wood Science & Technology);
Vijya Kumar, and Gursimaran Kaur
Bagga (Cellulose and Paper
techrology).

Addressing the gathering, Chief
Guest Prakash Javadekar recalled the
sacrifice of the local people in saving
trees and underlined the role of
peoples’ participation i (omnd
wild life conservation. about
the approaches like social foresuy and

agroforestry and awareness

premises for increasing | tree obver lh
the country. The efforts. nwdcdu‘ring
the last five years have nsuned in

‘Plant Trees, Grow. Trees, and Use
Trees' which has been brought into
practice in species like bamboo.
Javadekar stated that by ensuring the
availability of adequate food and
water in the forests, the problem of
man-animal conflict could effectively
be tackled. He called upon the
awudeestorespectﬂwvalueswhﬂe
“working with most ~ modern
tec M* <

Siddhanta Das stated that the

1 ik
mww
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Javadakarstxusedﬂ\atﬂumksand

mmSpd«uabomdan

in the water table injus( I‘ouryuxs

Water conservation significantly
impacts the food chain thus
confnbuting to wildlife conservation

rquvznaﬂon of 13 maior rivers
Y interventi

nauona\ REDD+ strategy 2018, in

line with the national priorities. 1 le =

of 2.5:3,0 billion ton of carbon
uqmtmﬁu\.ltmdndbhehptm

mlndmtlnm and h:t" g
produce were the
!ha‘mumfomtpmdtmmwam,
he;

asevidenced from theincreaseintiger  further stated that ICI'RE had taken
population from 2226 10 2967 dnring imponam smpsu\mvitntbaﬁcn of

' the last four years, Water cc try education in India. MQUs
was imperalive in altaining the h:ge;, T
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Foresters asked to work
towards green cover

HT Correspondent
» letter@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: Encouraging young
foresters to follow the policy of
“plant trees, grow trees and use
trees”, union minister for envi-
ronment, forest and climate
change Prakash Javadekar on
Saturday felicitated over 300 can-
didates at the Forest Research
Institute here.

The minister was attending
the5thconvocation ceremony of
the Forest Research Institute.

“Icongratulate all those who
have graduated today. You all
have worked very hard to reach
thestage where youare right now
andIwanttoencourage youall to
work topreserveourforestsand
worktowardsincreasingthe for-
est cover in the country,” said
union minister whileaddressing
the ceremony.

Theminister conferred doctor-
ates to 62 candidates in various

JAVADEKARALSO
STRESSED ON THE NEED
FOR PROMOTING SOCIAL
AND AGROFORESTRY IN

e

disciplines of Forestry and 253
candidates were conferred with
Masters of Science degrees in
Forestry, Wood Science & Tech-
nology, Environment Manage-
ment and Cellulose and Paper
technology during the convoca-
tion. Nine candidates were also
given gold medals for outstand-
ing performance.

The union minister also
stressed on the need for promot-
ing social and agroforestry in a
sustainable manner, while work-
ing with the ground level staffand
those wholive nearforestareas.

“Ecological value of forests is
tremendous for any country. In
thepastfive yearstreecoverhas

increased by 15,000 sq kilometres
in the country and wehavebeen
the pioneer country inincreasing
treecoverin the world. We have
to continue working like this,”
said Javadekar.

Siddhantha Das, directorgen-
eral of forests, stressed on the
need for conservation of water tc
protect forests in the country.
“Degradation offorestsis amajor
reason forso manyflood like situ-
ations across the country. The
surface layer of soil gets washed
away and water does not perco-
latedown,” said Das.

Meanwhile, the minister also
visited Wildlife Institute of India
and chaired the 23rd Annual Gen-
eral Meet of the Wildlife Society.
During themeeting, theminister
asked scientistsat theinstitute tc
conduct more research on how
human-animal conflict can be
reduced, especially focusing on
therisingcasesofleopardsenter-
ing human habitats.
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FRI Unlversnty celebrates Sth Convocation

DEHRADUN,SEpPT

7(HTNS) Forest Research |
Institute (FR1) Deemed to

be University, Dehradun
celebrated their 5th
Convocation on September
7 in the Convocation Hal]
of FRL

Prakash Javadekar,
Union Minister for Ministry
of Environment, Forests
and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), ‘and
Information &
Broadcasting,Govt.of India
was
Siddhanta Das, Director
General of Forests ‘and
Special Sccretary, Govt. of
India, MoEF&CC attended
the function as Special
Guest. The ceremony

started with the arrival of °
the academic procession
comprising of the Chief

Guest, Special Guest
Chancellor, Vice Chancellol
and members of  th
Academic Council led
Registrar, Dr. A.K. Tripa

At the outset, Dr. S.f.
Gairola, Chancellor of the
University and DG, ICERE
declared the convocation
open.

Thereafter, A.S. Rawat,
Vice-chancellor of the
University and Director, FRI
welcomed the dignitaries,
special invitees, Students
and their parents and
presented a report of the
university mentioning the
accomplmhmcnts and
future aspirations of the
university to become: the
first-rank forestry based
Research University in the
world with focused action
plan to meet the challenges
of furestrv and related

«areas.

He further affirmed the
commitment ~ of the
university to promote all
round development of the
students and to contribute
significantly to the sphere
of knowledge-.

the Chief Guest.

Altogether 315 degrees
including 62 Ph.D. and 253
M.Sc. were conferred in
different disciplines and
programmes of forestry
Nine gold medals were
awarded to the toppers of

M.Sc. courses namely
Nidhi, Oindrila Basu,
Shabnam Bandyopadhyay
(Forestry): Ajin
Sekhar, Mitinam Jamoh
(Environmen't
Managgment), Priya Bisht,
Subrata Pal (Wood Science
&~ Technology): Vijya
Kumar, Gursimaran Kaur
Bagga (Cellulose and Paper
technology).

Addressing “the

. o'athermg, the chief guest

Prakash Javadekar
recapitulated the profound
memory of the sacrifice of
the local people in saving
trees and underlined the
role of . peoples’
participation in forest and
wild life.conservation. He
talked dbout  the
approaches like social

forestry and agroforestry

and awareness generation
among school students
through raising nursery in
the school premises for

_increasing tree cover in the

country.

The cfforts made
during the last five years
have resulted in increase of
tree cover upto 15,000 sq.
km

Narrating the policies of
the Govt. of India,
ivadekar stressed that the

rules and regulations need
to framed in such a manner
that the common people
could come forward to
encourage tree planting for
which he gave a slogan
*Plant Tree, Grow Tree, and
Use Tree’ which has been
brought into practice in
species like bamboo.
Javadekar stated that by
ensuring the availability of
adequate food and water in

the forests, the problem of .

man-animal conflict can
effectively be tackled:

He called ‘upon the
awardees td respect the
values while working with

most modern technologies”

and systems.

Speaking as the special
guest of the ceremony,
Siddhanta Das stated that
the country: is witnessing a

* paradigm shift in priorities

of scientific forest

management. :
Contrary to the earlier

priorities like timiber and non

- - o

wouod forest products, now,
conservation of forests and

wildlife, livelihood!
generation, ‘and water |
conservation have become

the ‘top agenda of the
contemporary managenient
strategies. ;

In his address, Dr. S.C.
Gairola, Chancellor of the
university talked about
some of the important
initiatives of the ICFRE like *
preparation of second
National Forestry.Research
Plan (NFRP) for the country, .
Forestry Extension
Strategy Action Plan, HRD
Plan for capacity building
of ICFRE employee,
implementation of green
skill development
programme of the ministry,
preparation of DPR for
rejuvenation of 13 major
rivers through forestry
interventions, national
REDD+ strategy 2018, in
line’ with the national
priorities.

The convoeation was
declared closed by the
Changellor of FRI Deemed
to be University and the
programme ended with the
vote of thanks proposed by
Dr. H.S. Ginwal, Dean, FR1
Reemed to be University.
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‘Moving ahead towards a transparent Tife’

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, SEPTEMBER 7

UNION MINISTER of Environ-
ment, Forestand Climate Change
Prakash Javadekar on Saturday
said that hisministry's jobis con-
servation of panchtatva (Earth,
Water, Agni or fire, Vayu or Air,
and Akash or sky), and that the
Centre will work with the slogan
of plantation and growing of trees
and sustainable use of produce.
Speaking as chief guest at the
convocation ceremony of Forest
Research Institute in Dehradun,

Prakash Javadekar at the
convocation. Virender Singh Neai

Javadekar said, “What had not
happened in 1,000 years has
happened in the past 100 years.
Progress of saence and changes
in life. And what had not hap-

pened in the past 100 years has
happened in the past 10 years
and this is continuing." He con-
tinued, “lam saying thisisanex-
citing time because transparency
in the system is coming during
Modiji's stint as Prime Minister.
We are moving ahead in the di-
rection of a transparent life.
Because of this, the image of the
forest department that was not
very good is also changing.”

The minister said that
foresters have been given smart-
phones with an application that
records whether each of them
has walked at least 10 km every

day. “New accountability is be-
ing set,” he said.

India has 24 per cent tree
cover and 15,000 sg km tree
cover has increased in the past
five years, he said, adding that 77
percent of the world's tigers are
in India, the country has 30,000
elephants and 2,000 rhinoceros.

Speaking about the Centre's
policies, Javadekar stressed that
rules and regulations need to be
framed so that people encourage
tree planting. He said that by ens-
uring adequate food and waterin
the forests, the problem of man-
animal conflict can be tackled.
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Country sees increase of 15,000 sq km tree Cover: Javadekar

Minister takes part in convocation
at FR, gives slogan ‘Plant Tree,
Grow Tree, and Use Tree’

PNS B DEHRADUN

forestry and awsrencss gener-
ation among school stdents
raising nursery on the
Premises are responsi-
ble for increase in the tree cover
1 the ¢

Javadekar op\ned that the

he Union Minister of

Eavironment, forests and
climate change Prakash
favadekar said that due to the
efforts made during the last five
years. the country has wit-
nessed an increase of 15000 sq
Km tree cover.

He was addressing a con-
vocation ceremony at Forest
Research [nstitute (FRI),
Deemed to be University, here
on Saturday

Hesaid that the approach
e like social forestry and agro

framed in such 2 manner that
the common people could
come forward 1o encourage
tree planting

sving a slogan "Plant Tree,
Grow Tree, and Use Tree! the
Minister said that by ensuring
the availsbility of adequate
food and water in the forests,

the problem of man-animal Das sud that by ﬁutcm

rules and regulations need 0 forest m;

contlict can effectively be
tackled.

He sad that as cutting of
tress is banned in India, the
country has to import
wood worth 240,000 crore

cvery

ressing the gathering,
the Diirector General of Forests
(DGF) and Special Secretary,
Siddhanta Das said the coun-
iry is witnessing ad
shift in pmmig ofps:cnhmf,i‘:
ment.

He said that contrary to the
earlier priorities like timber and
non wood forest products, now
conservation of forests and
wildlife. livelihood generation,
and water conservation have
become the top agenda of the
contemporary management

strategaes.

He suid ICFRE have lakzu i

fully g
Pr.ullnnmunm l I
Swavalamban Yojana' (n
Rajasthan, a significant rise of
4.2 feet of water table in just
four years has occu

He added that water con
servation is imperative in
attaining the target of 25-3.0
billlon ton of carbon seques-
tration,

In his address, the chan-
<ellor of the university and
Director General of ICFRE. Dr
S € Galrola, talked aboul some

P steps in
tion of forestry tduutlon in
India

THE CONVOCATION
'l‘hc ceremony stmtd with

tic academic proc

A ln!al of 315 degrees mdud
ing 62 PhD and 253 Master of
Science (MS¢) were conferred
in different disciplines and |
pmgrnmmes of ferestry, ok,

In the cumvacation gold |
medals were awarded o the
Nld.hl (MndnhMShM

the uf‘uxiﬁ like prepar o
the ration of
second N

hyay (Forestry),
Ajin Sekhar, Mmmm Jamoh

Research Plan (NFRP) for the
country and preparation of
DPR for rejuvenation of 13
major rivers through forestry
interventions.

Forestry (B

Priya Bisht, Subcata Pal (Wood

Science and Technology), Vijya

Kumar, (,uunmrnn Xaur

B (Cellulose and Paper
hnology)
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Wil give aid for
_ FRI renovation,
says Javadekar

Shivani.Azad@timesgroup.com

Dehradun: Union minister Prakash Javade-
karon Saturday gave hisnod fortherenovation
and restoration of anew Forest Research Insti-
tute (FRI) building and assured financial help
for the same. The minister made theannounce-
ment while addressing the fifth convocation of
the Forest Research Institute, which is a
deemed to be university.

The minister; however, maintained that the
aestheticvalueof thebuilding shouldn’tbefid-
dlad with. “The natural beauty of the building
shouldn’t be changed and any patchwork
shouldn’t be visible. This building Is over 100-
year-old and it requires some strengthening
but its aesthetics should be retained.” Experts
have estimated a preliminary expenditure of
Rs 10 crore for the project. ’

Earlier, a panel of scientists from CBRI and
expert engineers from CPWD had submitted
their report, raising concerns regarding the
threat to the FRI building from natural calami-
ties, before the ministry.

Javadekar also remembered the 18th centu-
ry Bishnoimovementin Rajasthanontheocca-
sion. “As we pay obeisance to those who made
supreme sacrifice for saving our forests, FRI
must remember the Bishnois, who sacrificed

' their lives in 1730 AD while trying to protect
Kheiri trees (Prosopis cineraria) then," said
the Union minister.

The minister urged people to plant more
trees adding that the government intends to
promote agro-forestry in the country, “Plant
Tree, Grow Tree, and Use Tree — Is our new
agenda,” Javadekar added. Healso promised to
launch the School Nursery scheme in schools
to help students develop & bond with nature
saying that the drive will help the nation re-
duce its carbon footprint.

A total of 315 degrees in different disci-
plines and programmes of forestry (62 PhD.
and 253 MSc degrees) were conferred to stu-
4 dents in the ceremony. DG (forests) Siddhanta
= l Das also attended the event as the special guest.




