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 Water crisis: Forestry council to
study 9 river basins for 13 months

ShivaniAzad@®timesgroup.com

Dehradun: In the wake of sev-
eral towns and cities across
the country facing severe wa-
ter crisis during peak sum-
mer months, the Indian Coun-
cil of Forestry Research and
Education (CFRE) has
launched a study of nineriver
basins in the country in an at-

tempt to rejuvenate dying riv-

asanduplenhhthemmd-

rivers spnnn‘ing 11,800 km
would be studied for 18
months through advanced
technological methodslike re-
mote sensing and geographic
information svstem (GIS) to
address manifold issues rang-
ing from water scarcity and
habitat management to defor-
estation and carbon sink en-
hancement.
According to sources, a
thomughanalysnsof thenine
river basins - lndus. Godava-

caused over the years and the
steps to be taken to restore
them. They added that satel-
lite data and geospatial anal-
ysiswouldbeusedtoscienﬁf-
ically rejuvenate the 13 riv-
_ers,i.e.Ganga, Brahmaputra,
' Cauvery, Beas, Chenab, Jhe-
Tum, Ravi, Sutlej, Goduviri,
naand Luni. s
The DG said, “Image
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Krishna, Ganga, Luni.
Brahmaputra and Cauvery)

RIVERS: 13 (Beas, Chenab,

and Luni)

ISSUES ‘
» Overpopulation
» Urbanisation

» Encroachment

» Rise in per capita
water demand

» Geospatial analysis
» Satellite data

MEASURES TO

BE TAKEN _

» Forestry intervention
- » Water treatment

Jhelum, Ravi, Sutlej, Godavari s

BID TO REVIVE DYING RIVERS

Aslmumm an unprecedented shortage, Doon-based Indian Council
ummmummmw.mayunammsmmxw

water
and replenish water table

WG .

Such an intervention is much needed due to the climate

change issues we are facing. An analysis of the data
available for the last 100 years shows that the overall rainfall in
India has not declined. However, per capita availability of water
has reduced. Also, India doesn't have the necessary
infrastructure for storing rain water

3 - —MK JAIN, HEAD OF HYDROLOGY DEPARTMENT IN ITT ROORKEE

ture of landscape.” Forestry

¢ processingand GIStoolswill intervention would com-
: be used for riverscape analy- prise water treatment, wet-
sis.+1m datasetsfromsatel- land management, safe-
i lites specific to the river- guarding wildlife and ma-
z scape will be analysed keep- naging natural habitats de-
ing in view the pre-and post- pendentontherivers.
~ monsoon seasons, differen- MK Jain, head of hydrol-
| tiation in various land use ogy department in IIT Roor-
patternsandextremeevents.  kee, said, “Such an interven-
Forestryinterventionwillbe  tion is much needed due to
determined based on the ex-- the climate change issues we
unm geospatial da- arefacing. An analysis ofthe
will be formu- data available for the last 100
lated, in consultation with years shows that the overall
stateforestde- rainfall in India has not de-

par&nentsbuedonthena-

clined. However, per capita

availability of water has re-
~ duced due to several factors
like population growth and
urbanisation among others.
Also, lndia ‘doesn’t have the
‘necessary infrastructure for
storingrain water.”
Gairola said, “Weneed ur-
gent and long-lasting meth-
ods to arrest rain water flow-
ing into the seas,
during rainy season. This
will help in the
groundwater table.”
- Speaking to TOI, noted
environmentalist ‘Sunderlal
Bahuguna said, “The Brit-

ishers felled several lakhs of
precious Himalayan trees
during their stint in India.
These trees used to prevent
the rain water from running
away and check soil erosion.
Hence, the government
should now focus on plant-
ing two types of trees - those
that can hold soil and retain

_rainwater.” Anil Joshi, foun-

der of Doon-based HESCO,
said, “Making small water
holes of one cubic metre size
will help in recharging the
groundwater table tremen

dously.”



