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Dehradun: International
Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development
(ICIMOD) at Nepal and
Indian Council of For-
estry Research and Edu-
cation (ICFRE),
Dehradun had signed an
agreement on REDD+
Himalaya: Developing
and using experience in
implementing REDD+ in
the Himalayas during
2015. This project has
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ICFRE Receives International Appreciations For
Its Commitment To Address Global Challenges

ment  to  implement
REDD+ by optimally ex-
ploring the mitigation
potential of forestry sec-
tor in the country.

To implement the
National REDD+ Strategy
at State level, State
REDD+ Actions Plans
were prepared through the
support of ICFRE for the
Forest Departments of
Mizoram and
Uttarukhand. ICFRE also

been completed recently.
Mr. David Molden, Di-
rector General, ICIMOD
has appreciated and con-
erululcd Dr Surcsh

ICPRL for lhc
ship between [CIMOD
and ICFRE for success-
fully implementing
REDD+ Himalaya. He
acknowledged the high
level of ICFRE commit-
ment towards addressing
a global challenge. As

artner- |

addressing deforestation
and forest degradation
requires a concerted ef-
fort across the region,
ICIMOD look forward
for such partnership with
ICFRE to make a signifi-
cant improvement in the
forestry sector of the

Hindu Kush Himalayan | 3

(HKH) region.

Through this part-
nership, ICFRE was able
to make remarkable con-
tribution in the develop-
ment of REDD+ instru-
ment not just in India but
at a regional level. ICFRE
played a lead role in as-
sisting the Government of
India in the preparation
process of The National
REDD+ Strategy. This
strategy reflects Govern-
ment of India’s commit-

scale, through the South-
South learnming platform,
ICFRE also co-hosted ca-
pacity building trainings
for the forestry officials
of Ne 1pnl India, Bhutan
and Myanmar. The train-

ing on Forest Reference
level (FRL) between the
HKH countries and Asia
Pacific Countries was a
milestone event that en-
abled the HKH countries
to engage in FRL devel-

REDD+ Strategy for In-
dia has already been re-
leased. ‘Reducing emis-
sions from deforestation
and forest degradation,
conservation of forest car-
bon stocks, sustainable
management of forests,
and enhancement of for-
est carbon stocks in devel-
oping countries” (collec-
tively known as REDD+)
aims to achieve climate
change mitigation by
incentivizing forest con-
servation. Paris agree-
ment on climate change

S also recognizes role of

played a key role in con-
ducting trainings related
to REDD+ across the In-
dian Himalaya States so
that a wide range of stake-
holders were capacitated
on this global policy.
There are now focal
points for REDD+ in all
the NE Indian States,

At the regional

opment process. ICFRE
has also published an out-
standing number of re-
search publications based
on the Indian experience:;
many of these documents
are now referred as guid-
ance to other countries.
Dr. Suresh Gairola,
Director General ICFRE
stated that National

forests in climate change
mitigation and calls upon
| country Parties to take
I action to implement and
support REDD+.

Dr. Gairola also
stated that well-being of
forests is essential for
healthy environment, sus-
tainable livelihoods of lo-
cal communities, and also
for conservation of
biodiversity. REDD+ at-
tracts highest attention in
developing country like
India where local com-
munities, forest dwelling
tribal communities have
high dependency on for-
ests for their livelihoods.
The strategy will support
empowerment of youth
cadres as Community
Foresters to lead the

4 charge at the local level.

Dr. Suresh Gairola,
also acknowledged the
efforts put in by the
project team of Indian
Council of Forestry Re-
search and Education for
coordinating and imple-
menting the project suc-
cessfully, which has been
appreciated by interna-
tional agencies.
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international
appreciation for its commitment
to address global challenges
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" ICFRE receives international appreciation for
its commitment to address global challenges

= DEHRADUN,
APRIL 10 (HTNS)

nternational Centre
for Integrated Moun

tain Development
(ICIMOD) at Nepal and In-
dian Council of Forestry
Research and Education
(ICFRE), Dehradun had
signed an agreement on
REDD+ Himalaya: Devel-
oping and using experi-
ence in implementing
REDD+ in the Himalayas
during 2015. This project
has been completed re-
cently.

David Molden, Direc-
tor General, ICIMOD has
appreciated and congratu-
lated Dg Suresh Gairola,
Director General ICFRE, for
the partnership between
ICIMOD and ICFRE for
successfully implementing
REDD+ Himalaya. He ac-
knowledged the high level
of ICFRE commitment to-
wards addressing a global
challenge. As addressing
deforestation and forest
degradation requires a con-
certed effort across the re-
gion, ICIMOD look forward
for such partnership with
ICFRE to make a significant
improvement in the forestry
sector of the Hindu Kush
Himalayan (HKH) region
I'hrough this partnership,
ICFRE was able to make re
markable contribution in the

development of REDD+ in-
strument not just in India
but at a regional level.
ICFRE played a lead role in
assisting the Government
of India in the pupamlion

process of The National
REDD+ Strategy.

This strategy reflects
Government of India's com-
mitment to implement
REDD+ by optimally explor-
ing the mitigation potentfal
of forestry sector in the
country. To implement the
National REDD+ Strategy
at State level, State REDD-
Actions Plans were pre-
pared through the support
of ICFRE for the Forest De-
partments of Mizoram and
Uttarakhand. ICFRE also

played a key role in con-
ducting trainings related to
REDD+ across the Indian
Himalaya States so that a
wide range of stakeholders
were capacitated on this
global policy. There are now
foml points for REDD+ in
all the NE Indian States. At
the regional scale, through
the South-South learning
platform, ICFRE also co-
hosted capacity building
trainings for the forestry
officials of Nepal, India,
Bhutan and Myanmar. The
training on Forest Refer-
ence level (FRL) between
the HKH countries and
Asia Pacific Countries was
a milestone event that en-
abled the HKH countries to

engage in FRL develop-
ment process. ICFRE has
also published an outstand-
ing number of research
publications based on the
Indian experience; many of
these documents ate now
referred as guidance to
other countries. Dr. Suresh
Gairola, Director General
ICFRE stated that National
REDD~ Strategy for India
has already been released.
‘Reducing emissions from
deforestation and forest
degradation. conservation
of. forest carbon stocks,
sustainable management of
forests, and enhancement
of forest carbon stocks in
developing countries” (col-
lectively known as REDD+)
aims to achieve climate
change mitigation by
incentivizing forest conser-
vation. Paris agreement on
climate change also recog-
nizes role of forests in cli-
mate change mitigation and
calls upon country Parties
to take action to implement
and support REDD=.Dr.
Suresh Gairola, also ac-
knowledged the efforts put
in by the project team of
Indian Council of F orestry
Research and Education for
coordinating and imple-
menting the project
cessful l) .

suc-
which has been
appreciated by

tional agencies

interna-
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