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Report on Mangrove Awareness and Conservation Programs Conducted on the Occasion

of International Day for the Conservation of the Mangrove Ecosystem — 26th July 2025

The ICFRE-Coastal Ecosystem Centre (CEC), Visakhapatnam, organized a series of
impactful programs on 26" July 2025 to commemorate the International Day for the
Conservation of the Mangrove Ecosystem. These programs were held in collaboration with
the ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI), Regional Centre,
Visakhapatnam, and the Government Women’s Degree College, Visakhapatnam, with the
primary aim of promoting awareness, knowledge exchange, and active participation in

mangrove conservation and restoration activities.

A field-level Mangrove Awareness and Plantation Programme was conducted at
Bheemili, at the confluence of the Gosthani River. This initiative witnessed the enthusiastic
participation of 35 individuals, including members from various organizations, NGOs,
fishermen communities, and the local public. During the session, Smt. Gayathri Girsh,
Technical Assistant at ICFRE-CEC, delivered an informative talk on the ecological and
economic importance of mangroves. Her address focused on the critical role of mangroves in
coastal protection, carbon sequestration, fishery resources, and biodiversity conservation. The
participants showed keen interest throughout the session and actively engaged in discussions

on mangrove benefits and challenges.

Following the awareness session, the participants, along with the staff of ICFRE-CEC,
participated in a plantation drive. Mangrove seedlings of key native species such as Avicennia
marina, Rhizophora apiculata, and Bruguiera gymmnorhiza etc., were planted along the
estuarine margins. A total of 50 mangrove saplings were planted during the event, contributing
to the ongoing efforts to restore mangrove cover and improve coastal ecosystem resilience in

the region.

In conjunction with the field activity, a National Seminar was organized at the
Government Women’s Degree College, Visakhapatnam, titled “Plant Propagation, Nursery
Management, and Disease Diagnosis in Nursery Plants with Special Reference to
Mangroves.” This seminar brought together over 300 participants, both offline and online,

including students, faculty members, forestry professionals, and environmental enthusiasts.

Dr. Tatiparthi Srinivas, Scientist and Head (In-Charge) of ICFRE-CEC, delivered a
series of lectures covering crucial topics such as biodiversity and conservation principles, the

ecological significance of mangrove ecosystems, and the need for their conservation in rapidly



urbanizing coastal zones. He provided a detailed overview of the Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) for Nursery Techniques, focusing particularly on mangrove species. His
presentations also included insights into propagation techniques, disease diagnosis and
management in mangrove nurseries, and practical models for mangrove restoration, especially

in urban landscapes where natural regeneration is often hindered.

The participants displayed a deep interest in the topics discussed, and the sessions were
highly interactive. Numerous questions were raised on nursery management, species selection,
disease control in nursery conditions, and effective restoration techniques. The seminar served
as a platform for sharing scientific knowledge and field-level experiences, thereby enhancing

the capacity of stakeholders involved in mangrove conservation.

These initiatives by ICFRE-Coastal Ecosystem Centre highlight the Centre’s continued
commitment to promoting community-based mangrove conservation and strengthening
scientific understanding of coastal ecosystems. The combined field and academic approach not
only helped sensitize local communities and students about the importance of mangroves but
also contributed to knowledge dissemination for improved nursery practices and restoration

strategies across the East Coast of India.
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Glimpses of International Day for the Conservation for the Mangroves 2025
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Issues in Mangrove Conservation g Princy Felix

» Commercial resource harvesting rather than effective conservation

*Post-plantation maintenance

*Unequal distribution of resources and lack of transparency in resource harvesting o S

+Inadequate economic incentives
*Loss of community interest in participatory management
5 ; JELINE RANIJ SCIMGDCT...
*Reduction in freshwater flow
*Marine & coastal pollution
*Siltation & sedimentation
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Aegiceras
corniculatunt fruits

arc yellow rich-green

Bruguierd sp: are
purplish green

Avicennia sp. fruit

is pale yellow: l

Sonneratia apetala:
pale green to deep
green




