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Desertification 

 
Under AICRP-24 (Combating Desertification) Project, Genetics and Tree Improvement Division of 

ICFRE-Forest Research Institute, Dehradun conducted one day training cum workshop on 

“Popularization of best practices to mitigate the effect of land degradation and desertification” in 

collaboration with Central University Punjab. The training cum workshop was conducted for farmers and 

local people at Central University Punjab, Bhatinda on 07.08.2024, in which about 100 farmers, local 

people and students participated. 

Inaugural Session 

The event began with an inaugural address by Dr. Sanjeev Thakur, Dean of Sciences and Senior Faculty 

of Botany at CUP, Bhatinda. Following the inaugural address, Mr. M.S. Bhandari, Scientist-E and 

Project Investigator, delivered a keynote talk focusing on the AICRP-24 (Combating Desertification) 

Project funded by CAMPA, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Govt of 

India. His talk revolved around the Combating Desertification Programme, which aims to manage 

degraded land through afforestation using quality germplasm of native species. He also touched upon the 

sustainable utilization of forest genetic resources, highlighting the importance of these initiatives in 

preserving biodiversity.  

Prof. Raghvendra Tiwari, Vice-Chancellor of CUP, Bhatinda, addressed the attendees, 

comprising farmers and students. His message centered on preparing for a sustainable future, advocating 

for the judicious use of biodiversity resources, and promoting various afforestation techniques as a means 

to combat land degradation. Prof. Tiwari emphasized innovation as a crucial tool for improving the 

quality of life and preserving biodiversity. The inaugural session concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. 

Felix D. Bast.  

Technical Sessions 

The first technical session was led by Dr. Avtar Singh Gill, Senior Scientist-Forestry at PAU, Bathinda, 

who addressed the soil conditions in Bhatinda and moisture conservation. Dr. Parmanand Kumar, 

Scientist-D at ICFRE-FRI, Dehradun, discussed reclaiming saline/sodic soils. Dr. Rama Kant, Scientist-

E at ICFRE-FRI, presented on the selection of species like Azadirachta indica (Neem), Ailanthus excelsa, 

Toona ciliata, and Chukrasia tabularis as effective means for land reclamation and Dr. R.K. Meena, 

Scientist-E at ICFRE-FRI, presented on the selection of species like Dalbergia sissoo and D. latifolia for 

soil reclamation. Shri Lokinder Sharma, Scientist-C at ICFRE-FRI, concluded with a talk on 

Silvicultural practices and management of the forestry species at plantation sites. 

Field Visit 

In the afternoon, participants visited the plantation site at CUP, where demonstrations of various soil 

moisture conservation practices were carried out, such as trenching, irrigation, and bunding of pits etc. 

The visit highlighted the importance of conserving native vegetation, conducting species trials, and 

overcoming soil salinity at the 1.5-hectare plantation site. The event provided valuable insights into 

sustainable land management, afforestation, and the conservation of forest genetic resources. 
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