ICFRE-BRC, Aizawl, Mizoram Van Vigyan Kendra Training 2023-24

Hands-on training under Van Vigyan Kendra, Mizoram on Mushroom

cultivation

Name of Event Three days hands-on training under Van Vigyan Kendra,
Mizoram on Mushroom cultivation.

Date (s) 14.02.2024 to 16.02.2024

Duration Three days

Venue ICFRE-BRC, Bethlehem Vengthlang, Aizawl.

Purpose/Agenda Hands on training of local people on mushroom cultivation.

No. of Participants 24

Participating Agency () Locals of Bethlehem Vengthlang and Armed Veng South.

Organizing Agency (s) ICFRE-Bamboo & Rattan Centre, Bethlehem Vengthlang,
Aizawl, Mizoram

Funding Agency (s) Indian Council of Forestry Research & Education (ICFRE),
Dehradun (under CAMPA Extension)

Concise Details of the Event:

ICFRE-Bamboo and Rattan Centre (ICFRE-BRC), Bethlehem Vengthlang, Aizawl,
Mizoram organized a Three days hands-on training under Van Vigyan Kendra, Mizoram on
mushroom cultivation, from 14" to 16™ February, 2024. The target group of this training
were thelocal people of Bethlehem Vengthlang and Armed Veng South.

Shri Malsawmzuala Ralte, Chairman, Mizoram Youth Commision graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest for the inaugural session of the training programme. The guest of honour
was Shri Samuel Lalmalsawma, Principal Scientific Officer of Mizoram Science,
Technology & Innovation Council (MISTIC). The inaugural session began with the
welcome address by Shri Sandeep Yadav, Scientist-D & Head, ICFRE-BRC followed by
the felicitation of the Guests by Shri Sandeep Yadav. After this the participants introduced
themselves. A brief Presentation on research and extension activities of ICFRE-BRC was
delivered by Shri Sandeep Yadav. Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Director, Rain Forest Research
Institute, Jorhat, Assam in his speech emphasized the significance of utilising available
resources for economic growth, citing the example of Bihar being the highest mushroom
producing state in India as a successful model. He highlighted the importance of creating

opportunities for skill development and entrepreneurship to address unemployment and
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boost the economy.

This was followed by the address of the Chief Guest in which he emphasised the
importance of promoting mushroom cultivation among Mizos to enhance self-sustainability,
alleviate poverty, and empower individuals with skills for sustainable living.

The guest of honour highlighted the potential market demand and the opportunity to
generate income through mushroom cultivation, not only locally but also across state
borders.The vote of thanks was given by Miss Dorothy Lalrinpuii (TA), ICFRE-BRC. The
inaugural session ended with a group photo followed by high tea.

The training began after the tea under the guidance of Shri Albana L. Chawngthu, master
trainer. The training continued for three days in which the trainees were given Powerpoint
presentations on different edible as well as poisonous mushroom species found across
Mizoram, cultivation techniques of different mushroom species. The trainees were given
hands on training of cultivation of grey oyster mushroom (Pleurotus sajor-caju).

The training programme concluded in the afternoon of 16" February with discussion and
feedback from the participants followed by valedictory session and distribution of

certificates.
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Figure 1: A- B: Welcoming &Felicitation of the Guests; C & D: Speech by the Director; E&F: Address
by the Guests; G: Vote of thanks; H: Group photo.
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Figure 2: A-H: Glimpses of the training.
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Figure 3: A-B: Discussion and feedback from the participants; C-H: Distribution of Certificates
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Ilalls to intensify protests
against lifting of FMR, fencing
of Indo-Myanmar horder

Staft Reporter

Alzawd, Fob 14: Even as state
Crvef Mirsster Laldunoma on
Tuesday tried 10 reassure
Ol S00ktes ard the pubic
by urging them 1o remain
calm on e issues of Mng
of Free Movemert Regime
(FMR) and Indo-Myanmar
border fencing. Maoram's
NGO C Comma.

test againat the scrapping of
FMR and erection of fencing
along the 404.xm.-long
Maoram-Myanmas intermna.
boral border

The NGOCC on Tues.
day had st 3 memoran.
dum %0 Unicn Home Minis.
tor Ame Shah through e
shate governor mnmlo

ending the FMR and fencrg
he border woukd have deeri.
mental efect on “hese vaal
oPnic and aultural connec-
tors, dsnupting the harmo-
nicus coesistence and cul
tural exchange that has
been integral 1o the lives of
he MD peogie IWng in both
sides of e o NeighBour.

e continues 10 be on the
WA DA and announoed the

o

mv-mmm
of India and Myanmar boeder

on y for

furher acions
The NGOCC is a con-
glomerate of central com.
mittoe of the Young Mo As-
sodiation (YMA), Mo
Hmeichhe Insuihkhawm
Paw! (MHIP) or women's of.
ton, Mizoram Upa
Pawl (MUP) or elders’ asso-
ciation, Mizo Zirlal Pawl
(MZP) or students’ Sedera.
Son and Mo Students Un.

lon (MSY)

The NGOCC is arganis-
Ing a public gathering in
Az on Fetosary 21 in pro-

Staft Reporter
Alzawd, Fob 14: Tha office of
ICFRE-Bamboo and Rattan

cipal Sclentitic Officer of
MISTIC, are scheduled o
@race the cccasion

i his speach, the che!
Gues! Manyemzusia Rate

n

The memorandum
urged India, bang a sigre-
tory of UN D onthe

~

Speaking at a press con-
ference upon NS retum trom

canding of the FMR and bor-
der fencing accusing the
Zoram People's Mo

Staft Reporter
Alzawl, Fob 14: Afer the
election to 40 =]

ber 7 last, it is time for
major political parses in e
state 10 hold organisational
elections uring Fedruary
and March

The rulng Zoram Peo-
ple's Movement (ZPM)

(ZPM) government of bang
not fem encugh n cppcsing
T corge’s mOves

“The MNF had ali along
Cpposed hhese moves and
T cabinet meeting chaired
Dy then Chief Minister

Rights of Indgencus Pecple
(UNDRP) 2007, 10 assart he
nghes of ndigenaus pecpie
who are dvided by nsema.
boral borders

“The Free Movement Re-
gme & wial mechanam n
mantaning The e and
cultural Irkages between
e MO peopie hving on toh
sides of the border.” the
memorandum sad

The NOOCC apined that

of ICFRE-Ran Fores! Re-
seach Imthde Johat (As-
), Ao delvered 3 poech
arphasarg Te ugicance
of utlising avaiable re-
LOUITES 10F EOONOMIC (FoWEN,
oting the examgle of Bhar as
2 sucoesstd mocel in Inda

He hghlighted the im-
Mmda-mgw-
turities for skl

fencing with Union Home
Mnsgter Amat Shan

“Whie the Unicn Home
Minister G not expicitly con-
frm e abanscoment of T

he said, emphasizing Ns
pped 1of caim asssrance

Meanwhile. Mizo Na-
Bonal Front (MINF). the larg-
sl CppPOsion party In e
state. sald on Wednesddy
that e party vehemently op-
posed the termination of

'3 In ter part of

and biographic data of
Myanmar refugees taking
shefter in e stale as ordered
Dy the certre.” the party sad

Ing consulted o heard, a
press reiease issued by
the MNF said & also sald
T3t the party has been ook
Ing forward 1o unification of
all the ethnic Mzos Sving in
In3a Myanmar and Bang-
lacesh under a single ac.
mristraton

whiah managed a
victory In the last assem.
bly election wit be holding
party pols on Thursday.
With working president
K. Sapdanga Inducted as
Home Minister as well as
party Vice Pununx
Kenneth
poumnw:nm
of the state Panning Board
new set of leaders will be
clected in the coming ZPM

tme elected legaiator who
was demed 3 ministenal
berth will contest the post
of ZPM president while
treasurer C. Lakarpula and
general secretary S.L
Ngursailiova Sailo will be
contesting e posts of woe
presicent and treasurer re-
spectively

The incumbent presi.
dent Lallansamta, W
Chhuanawma MLA ang
Lalchtuanthanga MLA will
also contest e posts of
president, vice president

Red Roses, and Blood on
Ialeltlnesll

couples flocked 10 the
Cen-
tre. Their destination? A

quarters, reminiscent
scenes echoed as mass
donation Camps were of-
chestrated, serving as
poignant expressions of
ove not only towards ro-
mantic partners but akso 10
wards humanty at large,
symbdalised by e act of do-
nating biood

mwmn
dress unemgioyment and
Dboost the economy

The traning aims 1 (ro-
e wE the nec-

R

of promofing mushrcom cul-
Ivation among M2os 10 en-
rance seff-sustaradbity. ab
ledate poverty. and empower
Inavidoals with skills for
sustanabie g

Samuel Lalmasawma
Pghlighted the potential
manket demand and the cp-

essary shils and knowkedge
10 0ngage In mushroom o
Hvation and entreprendur-
whip effectively. A total of 22
partcipants rom Bethieham
Vengmiang and Armed Veng
South Loca Cound! areas
wil e yaned under the Quid-
ance of masher Yaner ARana

porunly 10 gor ncome

L Cn

Ao

In .
Day transcends mere ex.
changes of red roses
Here, youths pledge not
Just Deir aftection but ther
very Mo force. oferng ther
own biced as a profound
cupression of love for ther
fellow beings.

Ths beastful tradition
100k o0t In 2010 when en
popular TV personality
Chuazikpull. alongside a
few kindred spirits, init.
ated the gesture by donat-
ing blood on Valentine's

Day Subsequently, in 2011,
the 1orch was Camed for.

ward by the ASsockation for
Voluntary Blood Donation,
a movement that
CONtinues 10 flourah with
03Ch PASSING yRA! SPI0IC-
Ing love and hope through-
out the state
The Associanon for Vol
untary Blood Donation
(AVBD) announced that
since 2011, a commendatie
ot of 9853 units of bivod
have been genercusly ¢o-
nated on Valerting's Day in
Mizoram.
This year's contritautions
amount 10 1031 units of

Durtlarg
Under the resonant

theme of “Show Love Give
B00d.” ths Valentng's Day
Serves as a poignant re-
minder of he profound im-
pact of seifiess gving. saxd
Maoram's Spors and Youn
Affairs Minister
Lainghingiova Hmar, who
graced the event as chief
Quest in Azawl

He prased the tradition
of extending love beyond
mere gestures of red
roses, emphasising the
lifesaving significance of
biood donation

“Eibang love towarcs
strangers is a noble
expmple of Valerane's Day

Spint alive” remaned Hmar
as he himsal! look part in the
blocd doraton

are aready drawn for the
coming organisational dec-
fion scheduled 1o be hedd
" Febeuary 20

The present MPCC
chief Lalsawta, who took
over he rens of the party
109 job In 2021 from Lai
Thanhawta, announced that
he wil not be contesting
the post of the state PCC

Lal Thanhawla's
yourger bromher and Sen.
or Vice President of the
MPCC Lal Thanzara s Qo-
Ing 10 contest the post of
the president and is most
Ikely 10 be pited against
Zodintuanga Rafte. Rate.
then leader of the Congress
Logsiatre Party (CLP) re-
signed as Treasurer of the
state PCC on Apel 21
2023 In protest against
what he termed as dicta.
tonal actiors’ of Lalsawsa

Former state Creef Sec-
retary Lalnunmawia
Chuaungo, appointed by
Latsawta as Vice President
of the party wil be contest.
g e post again while the
lone Congress legisiator
and veteran Congress
keacer. C
is 10 be contesting the
Same pOst

Lalmalsawma Nohaka,
treasurer of the PCC also
appoirted by Lalsawta &
a0 ety 1 face tough con-

sate legaiative assembdly
heid on November 7 last
year The Zoram Pecple's
Movement (ZPM), formed n
2017 not only defeated e
nding Mao Natioral Front
(MNF) which had 28 legeia.
ors DUt aiso decimated Te
Congress. The MNF man.
2ged 10 win orly n 10 seats.
MNF is also holding
pacty polis on March 15 1t
15 GPTCult 10 Quess who wil
come up as 1P leaders of
the 60.year.old party as
formesr Chie! Minister
Zoramehanga and former
Deputy Chie! Minister
Tawnisa have announced
their intertion not 10 0on-
test the party elections
and Tawnhsa
are holding the posts of
Presdent and Sentor Vice
President respectively
Vice President of the
MNF and former Lok Sabha
member Varialzzama aiso
recently announced his in.
tention not 10 contest the
omng party decions.
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