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The ICFRE- Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding (ICFRE-IFGTB), Coimbatore 

in collaboration with The Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Conservation and Greening Project for Climate 

Change Response (TBGPCCR) organized the Conservation Assessment, Management and 

Prioritization workshop for selected plant species of Tamil Nadu on 26 & 27th September 2023 at 

the auditorium of the institute.     

The major goals of the workshop were to provide information on the threats faced by each 

assessed taxa, to assess the conservation status and assign an IUCN Red List category to the 

selected flora, to provide additional information about the taxa which would assist in developing 

a conservation plan and finally, prioritize taxa for initiating conservation measures.  

The workshop was inaugurated by Shri. I. Anwardeen, IFS, APCCF & Chief Project 

Director, TBGPCCR by lighting the lamp. He commented that the workshop will help in 

prioritization of plants species which will be taken up by Tamil Nadu Forest department for 

conservation and restoration efforts. He also suggested that apart from the threat status, plants with 

medicinal, cultural and spiritual significance should be given special preference during the 

workshop. He appreciated the efforts taken by the institute towards organizing the workshop. Dr 

R Yasodha, Group Coordinator Research, delivered the welcome address. Dr. C Kunhikannan, 

Director, ICFRE-IFGTB, in his special address, highlighted the significance of the workshop in 

developing a comprehensive conservation effort for the selected plants species of Tamil Nadu. The 

coordinator of the workshop, Dr. A Rajasekaran, Scientist-F and workshop coordinator presented 

an overview of the workshop and explained the International Union for Conservation of Nature 

criteria for threat assessment to the participants. Dr, B Nagarajan, Scientist G, Forest ecology and 

climate change division of the institute delivered the formal vote of thanks. 

There were about 75 participants from diverse backgrounds including Scientists, Plant 

taxonomists, Ecologists, Conservationists, IFS officers, State Forest officers and Professors. The 

workshop aimed to address the growing concerns on the preservation of Tamil Nadu's unique and 

threatened flora, providing a platform for experts to share insights, exchange ideas, and prioritize 



the species for better management and conservation strategies. Around 100 shortlisted plant 

species were discussed and reviewed. Four groups headed by Dr. D. Narasimhan, Dr. Gopalan R., 

Dr. N. Parthasarathy and Dr. Sanjappa M. were formed consisting 15 expert members and a 

facilitator, with each group working out 25 species. Each plant species was discussed in detail and 

taxon data sheets were filled for the species by the expert members. On the second day of the 

program the group leaders presented the taxon data sheets to the participants for their comments 

and finally, 25 plants species were prioritized for further conservation efforts. The experts 

prioritized species emphasizing those with the highest risk of extinction through a comprehensive 

assessment of the selected plant species by analyzing their distribution, population trends, and 

threats they face. Apart from these medicinal value, ecological role of the plant species, economic 

importance, spiritual and religious significance of the plant species were also taken into 

consideration for the prioritization.  

Participants suggested that in order to make the plan sustainable, habitat improvement 

through community involvement and species recovery research should be conducted 

simultaneously. Further, the experts emphasized the importance of trying different propagation 

techniques to rapidly multiply the prioritized species along with long term monitoring to ensure 

the successful recovery of the species. During the concluding remarks, the experts suggested that 

such exercises should be carried out regularly to assess and conserve the various threatened plant 

species of Tamil Nadu. Further, Shri. I. Anwardeen, IFS, during his concluding remarks assured 

support to ICFRE-IFGTB to carry out conservation efforts of the prioritized plant species in 

collaboration with the Tamil Nadu Forest Department.  
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