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Medicinal plant varieties developed by ICFRE-HFRI Shimla were released by Variety
Releasing Committee (VRC) at ICFRE-IFGTB, Coimbatore

Variety Releasing Committee (VRC) of ICFRE was held at ICFRE-IFGTB, Coimbatore on 01
September 2023, under the Chairmanship of Sh. Chandra Prakash Goyal, IFS, DGF & Special
Secretary, MoEF&CC, New Delhi and Co-Chairmanship of Sh. Arun Singh Rawat, IFS, DG,
ICFRE, Dehradun. ICFRE-HFRI, Shimla proposed 05 varieties of three important high value
temperate medicinal plants viz. Picorhiza kurroa (Kutki/Karu), Valeriana jatamansi (Muskbala/
Sugandhwala) and Sinopodophyllum hexandrum (Bankakri/ Himalayan May Apple). The
developers from ICFRE-HFRI, Shimla, Dr. Jagdish Singh, Scientist-G and Dr. Sandeep Sharma,
Scientist-G of these varieties, informed the committee members that the institute has been
working on these medicinal plants for the past one and half decades. In the first phase
superior genetic stock of these medicinal plants were identified and selected by screening
geographical locations of Himachal Pradesh, and Ladakh, UT. Also established and
maintained the Field Gene Bank (FGB) of the same at Field Research Station, Jagatsukh near
Manali, H.P. In the second phase multi-location trials of identified superior geonotypes were
established and cultivars of these medicinal plants were selected based on exhibiting high
yield and total Picroside content (%), Valeopotriates content (%) and Podophyllotoxin
content (%) in P. kurroa, V. jatamansi and S. hexandrum respectively and stability under
different environmental conditions in the high hill temperate region of Himachal Himalaya.
They further informed that by taking up the commercial cultivation, the farmers of high hill
temperate region of Himachal Himalayas, can earn income upto Rs. 2, 76,000/- per ha.
from P. kurroa, Rs. 1, 61000/- per ha. from V. jatamansi and Rs 2, 83000/- per ha. from S.
hexandrum.  After discussion the VRC granted approval for release of two varieties of 2.
kurroa as HFRI-PK-1 and HFRI-PK-2; two varieties of V. jatamansi as HFRI-VJ-1 and HFRI-VJ-
2; and one variety of S. hexandrum as HFRI-SH-1, for taking up commercial cultivation by
different stakeholders in high hill temperate region of Himachal Himalaya.
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