REPORT ON
OBSERVANCE OF INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY 2022
&
PRESENTATION OF ROTARY EXCELLANCE AWARD TO GASS FOREST
MUSEUM
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IFGTB has been celebrating every year various days of international and national
importance on nature conservation. On similar lines, International Museum Day (IMD)
2022 was observed at IFGTB on 18" May, 2022.0n the occasion of International
Museum Day (IMD) 2022, IFGTB had announced free entry to the Gass Forest Museum
exclusively for the school and college students& Public. Observed on May 18 annually,
the International Museum Day was declared in 1977 by the International Council of
Museum (ICOM). The Day is celebratedto raise awareness of the importance of all
types of museums. On the International Museum day, countries are encouraged to
undertake local, national and international efforts to organize activities because
Museums are an important means of cultural exchange and development of mutual

understanding.The theme for 2022 was “The Power of Museums”.

The Gass Forest Museum (GFM) managed by IFGTB is one of the largest and oldest
forest museumsin our country.GFM has been engaging the public mostly students
directly on scientific insights, thoughts to steer them to help conserve forests, restore
biodiversity, habitats and ecosystems. The “Edu Centre” of GFM provides an excellent
platform for environmental education to the visitors especially the students. Various
documentaries on the current themes on Environment and Nature Education were
screened to the visitors and students. Recognizing the role of the century old Gass
Forest Museum, the Rotary Club of Coimbatore Industrial City presented “Certificate
of Excellence Award”for the outstanding services of imparting knowledge to the

society.



The award was presented by Rtn.AKS.N.Sundaravadivelu, District Governor Nominee
Designate of Rotary Club of Coimbatore Industrial City and received by
Dr.C.Kunhikannan, Director, IFGTB.

Dr. S. Saravanan, Head, Extension, IFGTB welcomed the gathering. Shri. P.
Chandrasekaran, ACTO briefed about the need for celebrating International Museum
Day and elaborated the history of Gass Forest Museum. Speaking on the occasion,
Dr.C.Kunhikannan, Director, IFGTB highlighted that Gass Forest Museum has a much
wider role for visitors. He emphasized that the visitors not only look at the objects,
admire and enjoy them, but also learn and pass them to the next generation. He

added that, Gass Forest Museum is housed with specimens which are rareand unique.

As a part of the event, a documentary film on Gass Forest Museum produced by Radio
partner Hello FM, Coimbatore was released by Director, IFGTB. The same was
uploaded in IFGTB YouTube Channel.

On the occasion, Rotary Club of Coimbatore Industrial City immortalized the services
and contributions of IFGTB officials for their selfless services to the Gass Forest
Museum by presenting “ServiceExcellence Award” to the employees. The program was
ended with the Vote of thanks by Shri.G.R.Madhavaraj, IFS, DCF, IFGTB.

Smt. R. G. Anithaa, T.O, Extension division anchored the program.
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Dr.C.Kunhikannan, Director, IFGTB during his
special address
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Award” for Gass Forest Museum

Service Excellence Award to
Shri. P. Chandrasekaran, ACTO, IFGTB

Director, IFGTB releasing Documentary film on
GFM along with Hello FM Radio jockey
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(Gass Forest Museum recelves excellence aw
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The 120-year-old Gass Forest
Museum, one of the iconic
places in Coimbatore, re-
ceived the ‘Certificate of Ex-
cellence’ award on the occa-
sion of the International
Museum Day which was ob-
served on Wednesday.

The Rotary Club of Coim-
batore Industrial City con-
ferred the award to the mu-
seum at a function held at
the Institute of Forest Genet-
ics and Tree Breeding cam-
pus which is now open to
visitors after remaining
closed due to the COVID-19-
induced pandemic.

IFGTB director C. Kunhi-
kannan received the award
from N. Sundaravadivelu,
District (3201) Governor No-
minee Designate of Rotary
Club of Coimbatore Indus-
trial City. The staff of the mu-
seum were also given awards
for their excellence in
service.

Mr. Kunhikannan said that
the Gass Forest Museum is
one of its kind among the
forest museums in the coun-
try which continues to at-
tract students, researchers,
nature enthusiasts and the
general public.

C. Kunhikannan (second right), director of the Institute of
Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding, Coimbatore, receiving the
Certificate of Excellence award for the Gass Forest Museum
from N. Sundaravadivelu (second left), district (3201)
governor nominee designate of Rotary Club of Coimbatore

Industrial City, on Wednesday.

The museum in a colonial
era building was built by
British forest officer Horace
Archibald Gass and opened
by Lord Ampthill, the Gover-
nor of Madras presidency, in
1902.

It was named after Gass in
1905 in recognition of his ef-
forts and contributions. The
museum houses more than
4,000 exhibits in different
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categories, namely wildlife,
botany, timber, non-timber
forest produces, geology,
ethnology, mycology, forest
engineering, entomology
and wood crafts.

The terrestrial fauna in
the museum includes a
stuffed gaur (Indian bison)
presented by the Raaj Pra-
mukh of Mysore in 1956,
stuffed leopard, Indian ga-

collections i
the ostrich,
phies of deer.

It has mor=
ber exhibits

and a 10.2
tree weighing
entomology

of butterflies, moths
beetles.

out by Hello FM wag released
at the event.

S. Saravanan, Head
tension, P. Chan dra
Assistant Chief Technic
ficer, G.R. Madhavaraj, De-
puty Conservator of Forests -
Extension, Rotarians San-
thosh Kumar, B.A. Prabhu-
sankar, were present.

The museum will be open
from 9 am to 5.30 pm on all
working days except Satur-
day, Sunday and declared
holidays with an entry fee of
%40 for adults and %20 for
children. Museum curator
can be reached at 0422
2450307.
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Award for Gass Fo|
Museum: Rotary Clt
Coimbatore Industria
awarded Rotary Excel
ce Award-2022 to Gas
Forest Museum on thi
occasion of the Inter-
national Museum Day
Wednesday. The musi
established in 1902, is
being maintained by 1
Institute of Forest Gel
tics and Tree Breedint
(IFGTB). N Sunadarav
velu presented the av
on behalf of the club i
the director of IFGTB |
Kunhikannan. In his a

race Kimhillfannan av
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