FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE, DEHRADUN
Activities under Bharat Amrit Mahotsav-2021
1. International Biodiversity Day-2021 [22"! May, 2021]

Plants and animals are integral part of an ecosystem and play an important role in its
sustainability and balancing the nature. Both plants and animal kingdom together constitute
biodiversity of an ecosystem. The biodiversity has been disturbing by interference of human being
and nowadays many species are disappeared from the nature and existence of some others is at
alarming stage. Hence, restoration of biodiversity with its sustainable conservation is a dire need of
today and to make it possible, awareness is an effective tool to motivate people.

Keeping this in view, Extension Division, Forest Research Institute (FRI), Dehradun
celebrated International Biodiversity Day-2021 on 22" May, 2021. On this occasion, a webinar
was organized for awareness on Biodiversity and its conservation. The webinar was inaugurated
by the Chief Guest Shri Arun Singh Rawat, IFS, Director General, Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education and Director, FRI, Dehradun. In his inaugural speech, he told that the loss
of floral and faunal biodiversity is at alarming stage and there is a dire need to protect and
conserve it today. He said that due to disturbing the floral biodiversity by mankind and increasing
human population, there is conflict between man and wild animal is developed. He quoted that
global warming and climate change is also responsible for deterioration of biodiversity. He said
that for establishment of ecological balance, the conservation of biodiversity is compulsory. Shri
Deepak Mishra, IFS, Head Extension Division, FRI welcomed the Chief Guest and other
participants of the webinar. He also gave an emphasis on importance of biodiversity and its
conservation.

In the said webinar, a special lecture on “Biodiversity and its conservation” was delivered
By Dr. Anup Chandra, Head, Botany Division, FRI, Dehradun. In his lecture, he highlighted the
floral biodiversity and its global status and rank of India. He said that due to over exploitation of
many species of herbs, shrubs and trees are under threat and if continues their existence in nature
will be no more in nature. He also told about market status in Indian context. He told about
conservation laws of Biodiversity.

Movies on Biodiversity of the FRI campus and insect biodiversity were also showed during the
webinar. A virtual prize distribution of the completion conducted under PRAKRATI programme
on theme '"Healthy Forests for Healthy Humanity''for Junior and senior group students of
Kendiya Vidyalay and Novodaya Vidyala on the occasion of International Day of Forests-2021
was also done and winners were awarded with 1%, 2", 3 and consolation prizes respectively.

The programme was concluded with vote of thanks by Dr. Charan Singh, Scientist-F, Extension
Division. The team of Extension Division including, Dr. Devendra, Scientist-E, Rambir Singh,
Scientist-D, Shri Ramesh Singh, Assistant and Shri Yatharth Dulgacha, Multi Task Services done
a commendable work under the active support of Head, Extension Division, FRI to make the
webinar successful.
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2. Celebration of 135™ birth anniversary of Shri Rash Behari Bose on 25th May, 2021

Forest Research Institute Dehradun celebrated the 135™ birth anniversary of Shri Rash
Behari Bose on 25thMay, 2021 through virtual mode. Sh. Arun Singh Rawat, IFS, Director General
Indian Council of Forestry Research & Education and Director FRI graced the occasion as Chief
Guest. On this occasion, an online declamation contest was organised involving university
students, where Mansi Singhal, Sudan Singh and Sanchi Pandey from FRI University bagged first,
second and third prize, respectively. Ms. Shambhavi, Class VIII student from St. Patrick's
Academy Dehradun, bagged the best poster award among school children. Ms. Navya Bhandari
Class X student from Ann Mary School Dehradun and Ms. DikshaUniyal, Class XII, Convent of
Jesus and Mary won second and third prize in this category. Among university students Mr. Sachin
Kumar and Ms. GarimaKumari from Forest Research Institute deemed to be university secured
first and second prize whereas third prize was given to Ms. Nitika Bansal from Chandigarh
University. The event was organized by Forest Ecology and Climate Change Division and ENVIS
Resource Partner on Forestry and Forest Related Livelihoods, Forest Research Institute (ICFRE),
Dehradun

3. World Environment Day-2021 [5th June, 2021]
A. Competition for Creative writing and Essays

Extension Division of Forest Research Institute (FRI), Dehradun celebrated World
Environment Day and organized a webinar on Restoring Ecosystem. On the outset, Shri Deepak
Mishra, IFS, Head, Extension Division gave introductory remarks and welcomed all the
participants. He invited Shri Arun Singh Rawat, IFS, Director General, Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE), Dehradun for inauguration of the webinar. In the
inaugural address, Shri Rawat said that even in the pandemic time, the institute is maintaining its
link with different stakeholders through online process including webinars, etc. as the display
and demonstration is not possible physically.

He congratulated all the competitors including students of Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas
(NVs) and Kendrya Vidyalas (KVs) under the programme PRAKRATI; a scientist — student
connect programme, students of different Universities and colleges including FRI Deemed
University, Dehradun. He mentioned that today, it is necessary to motivate the people and
encourage them for their involvement in the activities related with eco-restoration.

Creative writings and essay through online competitions on the topic “Restoring
Ecosystem” were also conducted. The competition programme was coordinated by Dr. Devendra
Kumar, Scientist-E, under supervision of Shri Deepak Mishra, IFS, Head, Extension Division,
FRI. Winners of essay writing competition were announced on this occasion. Among winners for
essay writing, first prize was conferred to Pranav K Mishra, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Pritampura,
Delhi. Sweta Rawat, Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Dehradun and Priyanka Yadav, Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Anrews Ganj, New Delhi were awarded jointly for the second prize. Third prize was



conferred jointly to Sahas Yadav, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Rohini, Delhi and Neha Meena, Kendriya
Vidyalaya, SPG, Dwarka, Delhi. Among the winners of creative writing including short stories,
poems and travelogue, first was given to Gaurav Negi, Technician, Forest Research Institute,
Dehradun, second prize to Raunak Yadav, Ph. D. Scholar, FRI, Dehradun and third prize was
conferred to Ms. Bharti Singh, DBS (PG) College, Dehradun.

A “Paryavarn quize” was also conducted on National level. Dr. Mohit Hussian, Scientist B,
coordinated the quiz. The first was conferred to Rishabh Nag, Ashutosh College, Second prize
to Rajat Sharma, Government Degree College. Third prize was given to Vivek Chauhan, M.Sc.
Forestry Student, FRI Deemed University.

The webinar was concluded and vote of thanks was delivered by Dr. Charan Singh, Scientist-F,
Extension Division and he also declared to close the session with permission of chair.

Overall, the programme was supervised by shri Deepak Mishra, Head, Extension Division,
FRI and the team of Extension Division, FRI including Dr. Charan Singh, Scientist-F, Dr.
Devendra Kumar, Scientist-E, Shri Rambir Singh, Scientist-D, Shri Ramesh Singh, Assistant and
Shri Yatharth Duglacha, MTS contributed a lot to make the event successful.

B. Competition for Slogan, Posters and Declamation

On the occasion of ‘World EnvironmentDay ’ENVIS - Resource Partner on Forestry and
Forest Related Livelihoods, Forest Research Institute (ICFRE), Dehradunalong with Forest
Ecology and Climate Change Division organized slogan and painting competition and
declamation contest for school and college/university students. In slogan writing contest
Vedansh Negi, SGRR public school, Dehradun got the best slogan award. DikshaUniyal, Jesus&
Mary Dehradun and Shristi, KV IMA, Dehradun won the second and third prize. Among
university students, Sakshi Yadav, Ms. Ambika and Tabassum Ansari from FRI University
begged first, second and third prizes, respectively. In painting competition, among school
students SrushtiPatil, SICS School, Mysuru Karnataka got the best painting award. Abhishek
Rajput, Lucknow Public School secured second position and DivyaUniyal, Jesus & Mary
Dehradun, won the third prizes in this category. In university category, Ms. Garimakumari from
FRI Deemed University secured first prize, the second prize went to Mr. Shashank Kumar Mehta
from Binod Bihari MahtoKoyalanchal University, Dhanbad and Ms. Sakshiyadav from FRI won
the third prize.In the Declamation contest ZeenabJishtu, Loreto Convent School, Shimla got the
first prize among school children. Akanksha Negi, DAV New Shimla, Himachal Pradesh and
VrishtiChilana, Jaycees Public school Rudrapur, Uttarakhand won second and third prizes in this
category. Above 100 people participated in the webinar/event jointly organized.
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