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Forest produce to be
marketed at IFGTB soon

V.K.Bahuguna (second right), Director-General, Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education, presents a grafted variety of tamarind to a farmer at
the Tree Growers Mela in the city on Thursday. N.Krishnakumar (right),
Director, IFGTB, is in the picture. — PHOTO: KANANTHAN

Special Correspondent ~

COIMBATORE: A store, Prerna,
to market the products of ru-
ral artisans, produce of the
Joint Forest Management
Committees and the products
developed through research,
will be opened soon at the In-
stitute of Forest Genetics and
Tree Breeding (IFGTB), said
V.K. Bahuguna, Director
General of Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Edu-
cation (ICFRE), here on
Thursday.

At the maugurapon of the
two-day Tree Growers Mela
organised by the IFGTB,
Mr.Bahuguna said besides
providing a platform to mar-
ket the produce, the shop
would help take the innova-
tions from the laboratory to
the land at a faster pace.

To ensure that the re-
searches reached farmers on
time, the Van Vigyan Kendras
would soon be networked
with the Krishi Vigyan Ken-
dras and Forestry Extension
Centres of the State Forest
Department in 30 districts of
Tamil Nadu.

Responding to the griev-
ance of the tree growers re-
garding shortage of
harvesters, Mr.Bahuguna
said that ICFRE sanctioned
Rs. 25 lakh for procuring har-
vesters and the equipment
would be provided to farmers
who would be divided in clus-
ters.

He also announced the
sanction of Rs. 60 lakh to
farmers in Tamil Nadu, Pu-
ducherry and Kerala to raise
high quality seedlings and an-
other Rs. 25 lakh for commer-

cialisation, of  products
developed out of research.

District Collector M. Karu-
nagaran, who inaugurated an
expo, said that waste manage-
ment with special reference
to plastics was becoming a
major challenge in urban ar-
eas. Degradation of forests,
rapid urbanisation for liveli-
hood, education and various
other needs, and industrial-
isation were hitting the envi-
ronment hard. Forestry was
the key to all environment is-
sues.

Chair of Excellence of
ICFRE on Forest Genetic Re-
sources S. Nagarajan urged
the researchers and farmers
to try going for inter-crops
among trees to get some regu-
lar returns even while waltmg
for the trees to yield after six
years.
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Ryots to Tour States
to Share Knowledge

Express News Service

Coimbatore: The Indian
Council of Forestry Research
and Education (ICFRE) will
soon begin a unique pro-
gramme in which farmers
from Tamil Nadu will visit
other states to learn agricul-
tural practices there and
share their knowledge with
the farmers there. Selected
farmers would be taken for a
free tour along with scien-
tists from ICFRE before the
next monsoon.

Speaking at the fifth edi-
tion of Tree Growers Mela at
the Institute of Forest Genet-
ics and Tree Breeding (IF-
GTB) here on Thursday, Dr
V K Bahuguna, Director
General, ICFRE, said that
the new venture is the first of
its kind in the country as the
farmers are accompanied by
scientists.

The unique idea was sug-

releasing a booklet at ‘Tree Growers Mela’ in Coimbatore on
Thursday. thhrllhunmmalumnlixpuu

gested by Dr S Nagarajan, . m

Chair of Excellence, Forest
Genetics Research, at the
forum and was immediately
considered by the ICFRE di-
rector general.

“Groups of farmers com-
prising 11 members can be
constituted for the pro-
gramme. The whole expendi-
ture for the three-week tour
wouﬂdbebmebythedepan
ment,” Bahuguna said.

Apart from this, ICFRE
would start operating a net-
working with Krishi Vignan
Kendra and Vana Vignan
Kendra and extension cen-
tres of the Forest Depart-
ment in 30 locations.

Moreover, the ICFRE
would create more Vana Vi-
jnan Kendras and its scien-
tists will network with the
Forest Department’s exten-
sion centres for the benefit
of farmers.

. “M&MS ﬁrmerscang“t.?t.

direct information from sci-
entists on high quality seed-
lings, production and planta-
tion technology,” he said.
Inresponse to the frequent
demand from farmers for
machines to harvest trees,
ICFRE has planned to allot
%25 lakh to farmers for har-
vesting machines which
would reduce the amount of
wastage while harvesting.
The money would be given to
the IFGTB, which would fur-
ther allocate it to farmers.
The ICFRE has set also
apart 260 lakh for high qual-
ity seedling production cen-
tres in Tamil Nadu, Puduch-

erry and Kerala.

Apart from this, ICFRE
will open ‘Prerana’ outlets in
the city at a cost of 225 lakh
to commercialise products
developed by IFGTB scien-
tists including bio-fertilisers
and bio-boosters that help
quick growth of seedlings.
Currently, the ICFRE has a
Prerana outlet at Dehradun.

A ‘Bureau of Forest Ge-
netic Resources’ will be set
up at IFGTB by upgrading
the institute, Bahuguna
said.

More than 1,000 farmers
from Tamil Nadu, Puduch-
erry and Kerala are partici-
pating in the two-day mela.
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Survey to study
impact of climate
change on forests

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Coimbatore: A second forest
survey is being conducted
throughout the country to
study the effects of human in-
tervention and climate change
withregardtoforesttypes. Ear-
lier, a survey was done in 1968
which had identified 16 forest
types and several sub-types.

There may have been
changes with regard to this,
said V K Bahuguna Director
General of the Indian Council
of Forestry Research and Edu-
cation (ICFRE). He was speak-
ingtoreporters after attending
a ‘tree growers’ mela’ at the In-
stitute of Forest Genetics and
Tree Breeding (IFGTB) in the
city on Thursday.

“The survey has already
been completed in Tamil Na-
du, and Kerala,” he said. How-
ever it will take around a year
to come up with the conclu-
sions of the study. We need 32
per centof forestinthecountry
but at present we have only 22
percent of forest cover. Pres-
ently, the annual value of forest
products is Rs6.96 lakh crore.
Thus, it becomes imperative to
understand our forest re-
sources better;, he said.

They are also planning to
extend many of their services
tothe grassrootslevel. Bahugu-
na said they would network
with the Krishi Vigyan Ken-

We need 32 %of
forest in the country
but at present we
have only 22% of
forest cover.
Presently, the annual
value of forest

products is Rs6.96
lakh crore. Thus, it
becomes imperative
to understand our
forest resources
better

dras, Vana Vigyan Kendras
and various extension centres
of forest departments in the
districts to take the latest re-
search developments to farm-
ers, he said. There will bean all
India tour with 11 farmers and
a scientist. The group will
study developments in the
agricultural sector. They will
exchange ideas and adopt the
best technologies for them-
selves. This will be conducted
before the monsoon.

ICFRE is planning to pur-
chase equipment to aid farm-
ers. They have allocated Rs 25
lakhs to purchase a harvester.
A high quality seedlings centre
worth Rs60lakh will be estab-
lished for Tamil Nadu, Kerala
and Pondicherry, he said.



The Hindu 22.2.2013
Revised list of
forest types to be
released '

Special Correspondent

COIMBATORE: A revised list of types
and sub-types of forests in India is
likely to be released within the
next two months, said V.K. Bahu-
guna, Director-General of Indian
Council of Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE), here on
Thursday.

Forest types in India were clas-
sified in 1968 by H.C. Champion
and S.K. Seth and the classifica-
tion had 16 types of forests with
more than 200 sub-types. Howev-

‘er, owing to the changing climate,
environment conditions and mon-
soon pattern, the forest types had
undergone changes. Hence, the
ICFRE decided to revisit the for-
est tyes. .
Institute of Forest Genetics and
Tree Breeding (IFGTB) carried
out a study on forest types and
their sub-types in Tamil Nadu, Pu-
~ducherry and Andaman and Nico-
‘bar islands. Similarly, ICFRE
institutions were on this job for
more than a year across the coun-
try. Now, the study was nearing
completion and the ICFRE had
classified the forest types to 10
from 16 and the sub-types from
200 to just 43. The simplified for-
‘est types would help in easy man-
agement and also in their
conservation, Mr. Bahuguna told
reporters.

He also said that an All India
Co-ordinated Tree Improvement
Project was on the cards to ensure
a sustained effort on agri-based
forestry. The project is aimed at
tapping and protecting the rich
gene pool present in North East,
Western Ghats and Himalayas.
Considering the rich and valued
work contributed by IFGTB,
Mr.Bahuguna said the IFGTB in
Coimbatore would be upgraded
into a National Bureau of Forest
Genetic Resources soomn.




