IFGTB meeting with the Hon'ble Minister, Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Shri
Prakash Javadekar and release of products.

The Hon'ble Minister, Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Shri Prakash Javadekar had a detailed discussion with the scientists of the Institute of Forest
Genetics and Tree Breeding (IFGTB), Coimbatore on 2 February, 2016. The team led by
Shri R.S. Prashanth, IFS, Director explained about on the various research and extension
related activities taken up. The Minister sought details on the interest of farmers in tree
cultivation the gain in economics they have realized as a result of the use of improved
material in planting programmes. He expressed happiness over the continued efforts of the
Institute in bringing new varieties of tree crops to the farmers. Later the Hon. Minister
released a book titled “Pictorial Guide on Shola Trees” which emerged as a product of the
study on the impacts of climate change on the Shola Trees of the Nilgiris. The Hon. Minister
also released a product “Vermico-IPM”, an organic growth enricher cum Biobooster-An
Instant Potting Medium. Lauding the efforts of the Institute in catering to the requirements of
the farming communities as well as addressing the issues of climate change, the Minister
emphasized the need for patenting indigenously developed technologies and for coming up
with low cost innovations for the betterment of the society.

Javadekar launches book on
impact of climate change

Times News NeTwonk

Coimbatore: A book about the
impact of climate change on
Shola Trees in Nilgiris, titled
‘Pictorial Guide on Shola Tre
es' was released by union envi-
ronment and forests minister
Prakash Javadekar, on Tues-
day The minister also released
anew organicgrowth enricher
on the same day

The book authored by sci-
entists S Jeevith, S P Subrama-
ni and Rekha R Warrier from
the Institute of Forest Genetics
and Tree Breeding (IFGTB), is

The mlmster also released a neéw organic growth enricher product

a product of a study by the sci-
entists on the impact of ¢lima-
te change on the trees.

“T'he book Is an attempt to
present the various tree speci-
es available in the lush green
valleysof the Nilgiris to nature
lovers, who are not trained in
taxonomic botony ™
the authors, Rekha Warrier

“Each page is devoted to a
species, providing certain ba-
sle information about where it

said one of

can be observed and its charac-
teristic features,” she said.

The minister also released
a product called "Vermico-
IPM’". Vermico-IPM is a nutri-
ent enricher potting medium
made up of ecofriendly low
cost organic materials for fast
growing tree species. Bioboos-
ters are easy to use, portable,
safe, plant defensive, and an ef
fective alternate for the pro
duction of vigorous planting

resources. The minister also
discussed research and exten-
sion related activities taken up
by IFTGTB. They discussed
the growing interest of far
mers in tree cultivation. “He
reportedly Inuded the efforts of
the Institute in catering to the
requirements of the farming
communities as well as addres-
sing the issues of climate
change,” said a press state-
ment from IFGTB.
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