
Training Programme on 
Cultivation of Important Temperate Medicinal Plants - An Option for Diversification 

and Additional Income for Farmers: A Report 
(Held at Wild Life Interpretation Centre from dated  18th & 19th November, 2012) 

 

Under National Medicinal Plants Board, New Delhi sponsored Network project on “Population 
assessment and identification of superior    genetic stock of Picrorhiza kurroa Royle ex Benth and 
Valeriana jatamansi Jones by screening different populations from North-Western Himalayas (H.P. and 
Uttarakhand), Himalayan Forest Research Institute (HFRI) Shimla, (H.P.) organized two days training and 
demonstration programme on ‘Cultivation of Important Temperate Medicinal Plant s - An Option for 
Diversification and Additional Income for Farmers’ at Wildlife Interpretation Centre, Manali of district 
Kullu, (H.P.) from 18-19th November 2012. For reaching out more effectively the training programme was 
organized in active collaboration with Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Bajura, Kullu (H.P.) of CSKHPKV, 
Palmpur which comes under the umbrella of Indian Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR). 

Sh. P.D. Dogra, IFS, DFO, Wildlife, Kullu (HP)  inaugurated the training programme and during his 
inaugural address explained about the importance of organizing such training programme and appreciated 
HFRI, Shimla for this collaborative approach for the ultimate benefit of stakeholders. He told that the 
North-West Himalaya has the distinction of being one of the richest repositories of medicinal and aromatic 
plants resources in the country. Himalayan herbs have received unprecedented attention the world over 
and it is the high time to harness the potential of these medicinal plants for augmentation of rural income. 

Mr. Jagdish Singh, Scientist-E and Coordinator of the training programme welcomed approximately 50 
no. of the participants and also the resource persons invited for this training programme. He also briefed 
about the day’s event and subsequently made a institutional presentation for highlighting the Institutional 
activities. Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-E, of the institute highlighted the importance of medicinal plants 
and explained specific cultivation techniques of Atish (Aconitum heterophyllum), Kutki (Picrorhiza 
kurroa), Mushakbala (Valeriana jatamasi) & Chora (Angelica glauca), organic cultivation and marketing. 
Macro-proliferation techniques were practically demonstrated to the participants by the experts. Sh. 
Jagdish Singh, Scientist-E, talked about identification of important temperate medicinal plants, inter-
cultivation of medicinal plants in apple orchards, harvesting and processing of medicinal plants and about 
screening of superior germplasm of Kutki and Mushakbala from Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand for 
further multiplication and distribution among various end users. Dr Chanderkanta Scientist of KVK 
delivered lecture on importance of minor millets and how to recapitulate it for sustainable income 
generation.  

A field trip was also organized for the benefit of participants at Field Research Station, Brundhar, 
Jagatsukh (HP) wherein Sh. Budi Singh, Dy. RO, Sh. Murat Singh, FG and Sh. Rajinder Pal; 
demonstrated the macro-proliferation techniques of important medicinal plants, nursery and plantation 
techniques, Vermicomposting and Green Composting etc. 

During the plenary session of the training, all the experts freely interacted with the participants. The 
relevant queries of the farmers, those who were present during the training were duly addressed through 
expert opinion. In the end on behalf of Director a special Vote of Thanks was extended by Dr. Sandeep 
Sharma, HFRI, and Shimla. Media also covered the event quite widely to create awareness about 
medicinal plants cultivation. 
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