DEFINING THE QUALITY PARAMETERS FOR RAISING QUALITY
NURSERY STOCK OF DEODAR AND BAN OAK

Training Programme held at Forest Training Institute, Chail (HP)
(06.03.2013)

Under the ongoing research project titled ‘Determination of Morphological and
Physiological Quality Parameters of Nursery Stock of Deodar (Cedrus deodara) and
Ban Oak (Quercus leucotrichophora)’, the institute in close co-operation with the
Director Forest Training Institute, Chail organized a one day training cum
demonstration programme on “Raising Quality Nursery Stock of Deodar and Ban
Oak- issues defining Quality Parameters” at Forest Training Institute, Chail (H.P.) on
6th March 2013. The training in-fact was undertaken with a view to reach the end users

i.e. the State Forest Department more effectively.

Sh. OP Solanki, IFS, Director, FTI Chail inaugurated the training programme and
during his inaugural address explained the importance of quality nursery stock for
better survival in the field. He appreciated HFRI, Shimla for organizing the training on
such important topic i.e. high-tech production in the nursery followed by grading,
culling etc. and issues defining quality parameters of Deodar and Ban Oak. He told the
participants that nursery activities are important component in plantation programmes,
therefore the expertise of HFRI resource persons on these aspects need to be fully
harnessed during presentations/deliberations. At the same time he also requested the

resource persons to address all the queries from the field during plenary session.

Sh. SS Kataik, IFS, DCF HFRI, Shimla thereafter, welcomed the participants (57 no.) of
the training from Solan, and Shimla Forest Divisions and also from the Wildlife division
Shimla. Trainees of FTI Chail and some progressive farmers of the Chail area who were
also invited for this training were welcomed on the occasion. He also briefed about the
day’s event and subsequently made an institutional presentation for highlighting the
Institutional activities particularly nursery related work carried out during last few

years.

Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-F and Coordinator of this training programme made
detailed presentation on Nursery stock quality of Deodar and Ban Oak and root-
trainer seedling production including various critical issues involved while adopting
this system in the departmental nurseries. Dr. Ranjeet Singh, Scientist-F gave a
presentation on the various nursery pests and integrated pest management in nursery
as well as in the forest. He also discussed the case study of Deodar mortality in Chail
Forest and various steps taken for controlling the problem in the field. Dr. VP Panwar,
Scientist-C through his presentation highlighted the importance of soil fertility and
nutrient management in the nursery particularly for producing quality stock of Deodar
and Ban Oak. Dr. Sandeep Sharma then briefed about the results obtained in the



project mentioned above particularly morphological parameters of Ban Oak and
Deodar nursery stock with the participants. To benefit the participants Dr.
Rajasekaran, Scientist-C practically demonstrated the GPS handling technique in the
field and also briefed about the uses of these modern gadgets in various forestry
operations.

Plenary session was chaired by the Dr. VRR Singh, Director HFRI Shimla. All the
participants expressed their opinion about the training programme and freely
interacted with the resource persons. Relevant queries of the participants and other
field functionaries of State Forest Department, those who were present during the
session were duly addressed through expert opinion of the resource persons.

In the end, a special Vote of Thanks was extended by Dr. VP Panwar, HFRI, Shimla.

SOME CLIPS OF THE TRAINING PROGRAMME
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