HIMALAYAN FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE (HFRI), SHIMLA

Celebrations of International Day for Biological Diversity
[22rd May 2016]

Biodiversity is the foundation of life on the Mother Earth and sustains essential
services provided by the particular ecosystems. The convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) was negotiated by United Nations on 22nd May 1992 and since
then 22nd May is being celebrated as International Day for Biological Diversity.
In view of its importance and recognition at the international level, Himalayan
Forest Research Institute (HFRI), Shimla celebrated this important event on 22nd
May, 2016 with special reference to this year’s theme “Mainstreaming
Biodiversity: Sustaining people and their Livelihoods”.

During the celebrations, about 33 students from five different government
schools located in Shimla namely, Government Senior Secondary School, Phagli;
Government Girls Senior Secondary School, Portmore; Government Senior
Secondary School, Chhota Shimla; Government High School, Tutikandi and
Saraswati Vidya Mandir, Vikasnagar participated in this programme. Various
activities like Quiz competition, Painting competition, Slogan Writing, Drawing
and Declamation contest were organized on the specific themes with the
objective to make the students aware of the importance of this day.

At the beginning, Dr. Ranjeet Kumar, Scientist-D, Coordinator of this event
welcomed the children and teachers of the participating schools. Dr. V.P. Tewari,
Director, HFRI, Shimla, while addressing the participants and the scientists of
the institute, highlighted various measures and methods, those can be adopted for
conservation of biological diversity. During his inaugural address, he emphatically
highlighted the efforts both at the national and international level towards
conservation of biodiversity. In his address, he weaved into the role, the students
can play while achieving this goal. Having said this, he formally inaugurated the
day’s programme.

Dr. K.S. Kapoor, Scientist-G and Group Coordinator Research gave a detailed
and informative presentation on the importance of biodiversity in the present day
context. Through his presentation, he suggested various management plans for



the conservation of biodiversity and also appraised the school children the
motive behind organizing such events.

In this one day event, various competitions viz. Quiz, Painting, Slogan Writing,
Drawing and Declamation contest with special reference to the theme were
organized. In Quiz Competition, the team comprising of Mr. Deepak Pal and Mr.
Mohit of Government High School, Tutikandi, Shimla got the first position
whereas, the teams of Ms. Ambika and Mr. Kush from Saraswati Vidya Mandir,
Vikas Nagar, Shimla and Ms. Mokshika and Ms. Prachi from Government Girls
Senior Secondary School, Portmore, Shimla were placed at the second and third
places. In Slogan writing Competition, Mr. Arvind of Government Senior
Secondary School, Chhota Shimla, Ms. Vedanshi of Government Girls Senior
Secondary School, Portmore and Mr. Gaurav of Saraswati Vidya Mandir,
Vikasnagar, Shimla were placed in first, second and third positions, respectively.
Ms. Sakshi of Government Senior Secondary School, Phagli, Ms. Shabnam Samraik
of Government Girls Senior Secondary School, Portmore and Mr. Ravi Negi of
Government High School, Tutikandi, Shimla secured first, second and third place
in Painting Competition. The first, second and third prize in Declamation
Contest went to Ms. Hari Priya Sharma of Government Girls Senior Secondary
School, Portmore, Mr. Rahul of Government Senior Secondary School, Chhota
Shimla and Ms. Tejaswinee of Government High School, Tutikandi, Shimla.

The students, who were the winners in the competition, were given the prizes
and certificates, whereas, other participating students were given the certificate
of participation by Dr. V. P. Tewari, Director, Himalayan Forest Research
Institute, Shimla.

In the end, Dr. R. K. Verma, Scientist-F, from the Division of Ecology and
Biodiversity Conservation, HFRI, Shimla thanked all the students and teachers for
their participation in making this event a grand success. He hoped that the
students might have definitely got inspired from this celebration and will surely
learn something to practice in their day-to-day life.

*k %k >k >k %k %k k



Some Glimpses of the Event
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