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Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla has organized training on “Biological 

Control of Insect-pests and Diseases in Medicinal Plants” on 12th December, 2015 

at the Van Vigyan Kendra, with support from State Forest Research Institute, 

Jammu for the field staff of J&K forest department  This training was primarily 

focused  on the insect pests and diseases incidence in the medicinal plants in the 

Western Himalayan region and their control measures. About 45 FRO’s, foresters 

and forest guards from Doda, Kishtwar, Bhadarwa and Jammu forest division 

participated in this training programme.   

Sh. Deepak Khanna, IFS, Chief Wildlife Warden, J&K State Forest Department was 

the Chief Guest in the inaugural session and Dr. V.P. Tewari, Director, HFRI, 

Shimla presided over the function.  

In the beginning, Dr. Ranjeet Singh, organizing secretary welcomed The Guests 

and participants and brought the attention toward the indiscriminate use of 

pesticides in the production forestry. He told that the presence of residues of 

these chemicals in the food commodities and other components of environment 

proved to be toxic to humans, birds and other beneficial organisms of 

agroforestry ecosystems and advocated the use of biological control agents in 

pest management. 

Sh. Suresh Gupta, Director, SFRI, Jammu informed that there has been controlled 

extraction of medicinal plants from the wild in Jammu & Kashmir and limited 

natural population from J&K were unable to fulfil the growing trade 

requirements. As a result of increasing demands, many medicinal plants became 

a regular crops for commercial cultivations in Chenab and Suru valley in Jammu 

& Kashmir. He also appreciated the initiation taken by the HFRI, Shimla to extend 

the scientific findings to the officials of department. He also advocated that the 

cultivation of medicinal plants can be made profitable if the technology 

developed by the HFRI, be implemented in the field. 

Shri Roshan Jaggi, CCF, Jammu expressed the views that detailed information on 

the pattern of insect pest complex of medicinal plants is of great importance for 

evolving pest management practices which are ecologically sound and 

economically feasible. 

Dr. V.P. Tewari, Director, HFRI, Shimla in his presidential address, while 

highlighting the achievements of HFRI, Shimla  said that due the change in 

climate conditions i.e. rise in temperature, receding of glacier in hills, the pest and 



disease outbreaks have been observed in almost all tree species in the Himalayan 

region causing serious damage. Taking into the present trend of climate change, 

these epidemics are expected to increase in the near future and we are not 

prepared for it.   

Shri Deepak Khanna, IFS, APCCF and Chief Wildlife Warden, Govt. of Jammu & 

Kashmir Inaugurated the training. He also released a Training Manual on 

“Biological Control of Insect Pest and Disease in Medicinal Plants” and a Technical 

Bulletin on “Thysanoplusia orichalcea: A Pest of Kuth”. In his address he 

emphasized upon the cultivation of medicinal plants and also takes care of them 

from pests and diseases. He advised the farmers and state forest officials to take 

correct and timely action against various pests like Mite and white grub.  He 

showed concerns on the serious incidence of   different pests on the various tree 

species, which contribute significantly toward the drying process of indigenous 

plants in this fragile ecosystem.  He said that Insect-pest and disease incidence is 

one of the major constraints in the cultivation of medicinal plants in Himalayan 

region and opined that the best way to deal these problems is to develop species 

specific Biological Control Programme for the important species to begin with 

and make available to the end users like State Forest Departments.  

In the forenoon technical session, Sh. Upendra Pachnanda ex Director, SFRI, 

Jammu talked about commercialisation of medicinal plant in Jammu & Kashmir 

with special emphasis on temperate medicinal plants like Kuth, Muskbala, 

Bankakri, Kutki, and karu etc.and Dr. Lalit Gupta, SKUAST, Jammu explained the 

production technology with respect to aromatic and medicinal plants to the 

participants.  

In the afternoon technical session Dr. Ranjeet Singh, Scientist-F, HFRI, Shimla 

discussed in detail on Biological Control of Insect Pests in Medicinal Plants in the 

state on Jammu & Kashmir and Dr. Ashwani Kumar, Scientist –D, HFRI, Shimla  

delivered a lecture on Control of Disease in Medicinal Plants. 

In the concluding session, participants gave their feedback about the training 

programme and requested for the more such trainings. Director, HFRI, Shimla 

chaired the concluding the session. Shri Suresh Gupta, Director, SFRI, Jammu 

requested HFRI to have more research activities in the J&K state and asked to 

strengthen the Van Vigyan Kendra, Jammu. Dr. V.P. Tewari, Director, HFRI 

assured that in future HFRI  will have more proactive collaboration with SFRI, 

Jammu and will take up further programmes to addressed the forestry research 

needs of the state.  

In the end, Shri Pradeep Bhardwaj, Head, Agro-forestry Division, HFRI, extended 

formal vote of thanks. 
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