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on 

"Cultivation of High Valued Temperate Medicinal Plants" 
held at Mansari, Haripur, Manali (H.P.) 
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Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla organized one day training and demonstration 
programme on ‘Cultivation of High Valued Temperate Medicinal Plants’ at Mansari, Manali 
(H.P.) on 23.09.2014 under the ‘National Medicinal Plants Board’ funded project. Dr. V.P. 
Tiwari, Director, HFRI inaugurated the training programme. Before the start of training 
programme, he inaugurated the newly constructed office complex of M/s Nanda Medicinal 
Plants Exports. In his inaugural address, he briefed about the importance of temperate medicinal 
plants and stressed the need to cultivate and conserve these valuable species as currently about 
90 percent of plants are illegally and unscientifically extracted from Himalayan forests. He asked 
the farmers to diversify the traditional agriculture practices by incorporating medicinal plants 
cultivation in their farmlands to augment rural income. He also told about the prospects of 
NMPB support in cultivation of high valued medicinal plants. In the end, the Director 
highlighted the importance of such training programmes, especially to motivate the farmers for 
the commercial cultivation of medicinal plants in temperate Himalayas for income generation. 
 

In the beginning, Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-F and Coordinator of the training programme 
welcomed all the 46 participants from Kullu and Lahual & Spiti districts of Himachal Pradesh 
and briefed about the day’s event. The day's proceedings started with the presentation by Sh. 
Jagdish Singh, Scientist-E highlighting the activities of the institute. Sh. P.S. Negi, Scientist-B 
talked about the importance and proper identification of temperate medicinal plants. Thereafter, 
Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-F explained the nursery techniques for raising Atish (Aconitum 
heterophyllum), Chora (Angelica glauca), Kukti (Picrorhiza kurroa) and Mushakbala (Valeriana 
jatamasi) and also detailed about the NMPB funded project being implemented by HFRI, 
Shimla. He told the farmers that HFRI will provide planting material under this project to them 
for initiating cultivation in their field and also briefed on various marketing issues pertaining to 
medicinal plants, composting and vermi-composting techniques, organic farming etc for the 
benefit of participants. Sh. Jagdish Singh, Scientist-E discussed about the inter-cultivation of 
medicinal plants in orchards of temperate areas of Himachal Pradesh. 
 

In the afternoon, participants were taken to Brundhar field research station of HFRI located 6 
Km from Manali town to get the first hand information regarding medicinal plants cultivation. 
All the resource persons and field staff of the station demonstrated various techniques related to 
medicinal plants cultivation. To benefit the participants in the field, open discussion was held 
among participants and the experts. During the discussion, participants freely interacted with the 
resource persons and their queries pertaining to various issues regarding nursery production and 
cultivation of temperate medicinal plants were duly addressed through expert opinion of the 
resource persons. Sh. Nand Lal Sharma, medicinal plants cultivator-cum-exporter also shared his 
valuable experiences with delegates pertaining to various problems while dealing with marketing 
of temperate medicinal plants. At the end of the day of long training programme, Dr. Sandeep 
Sharma extended formal Vote of Thanks to the participants. Extensive coverage was given by 
the print and electronic media to this training programme. 



Glimpses of Training and Demonstration programme 
 
   

 

    
 

 



 

   
 
                                                                           





 


