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Press Note

Three days training on ""Bamboo Processing and Product Making® for artisans and
small scale manufactures of Himachal Pradesh was organized at Common Facility Centre, Forest
Products Division, Forest Research Institute from 25 March to 27 March 2014. The training was
sponsored by Forest Department, Dharamshala, Himachan Pradesh. About 20 participants from
different regions of Himachal Pradesh participated at training programme. The objective of the
training was to train the artisans and small scale manufacturers from Himachal Pradesh on
bamboo processing, seasoning, preservation and handicraft making for value addition and
livelihood generation. Trainees were given practical demonstrations on chemical treatment of
bamboo by boucherie technique, chemical seasoning of bamboo handicrafts using urea, use of
ammonia fumigation technique and bamboo composite making. During the training artisans were
trained to prepare products like mats, baskets, trays, vases, table frames and other household
items. There are multitudes of different products that can be made from bamboo, giving
producers wide range of options. In bamboo product making many stages are involved, this
creates an opportunity for value addition. Activities like coloring, weaving and fine splitting of
bamboo was taught under training. Artisans were also trained on various bamboo processing
machines like cross cutter, slicer, node remover, splitter etc., which have been installed at the
Common Facility Center, Forest Research Institute, Dehradun. This way, Forest Research
Institute is helping in promoting a sustainable method of livelihood for villages and small scale
manufacturers. The scientists and technical staff of Forest Products Division imparted valuable
input to the trainees on various aspects of value addition of bamboo products during the training

programme.
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