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Minutes of Meeting

Consultation Meeting for the State of Uttar Pradesh on “DPR Preparation of Forestry
Interventions for Ganga”

Ganga, which is the symbol of India’s Culture, the source of our legends and poetry, the
sustainer of millions, is one of the most polluted rivers today. River Ganga is worshiped by
millions of people but it is tragic that in spite of the efforts of the Central and the State
Government as well as numerous private organizations, the condition of the river, in certain
stretches, is appalling. Ganges is one of the most sacred river and lifeline to millions of Indians.
However, increased population growth and associated industrial development, construction of
dams and deforestation have influenced the water flow regime adversely. Furthermore, an
increased dumping of waste water into the river has aggravated the problem by reducing the self-
cleansing capacity of river through dilution maintained by ecological flow. Major concerns focus
on consequences of land-use change, which may alter the amount of infiltration into the
groundwater system and can affect the quality of water discharged from a watershed. Clearly,
there is a need of wider participation of various agencies and stakeholders to augment the
guantity and quality of water in the river Ganga. Uttarpradesh with about 1000 km run of the

river Ganga (out of a total of 2500 km) .

Centre for Social Forestry and Eco-rehabilitation, Allahabad (A Centre of Forest
Research Institute, Dehradun) organized a one-day “Consultation Meeting for the State of Uttar
Pradesh on “DPR Preparation of Forestry Interventions for Ganga” Brian92016. This

meeting was organized under the project sanctioned by National Mission for Clean Ganga



(NMGC), Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Govt.
India, New Delhi.

The agenda of the one day second consultation meeting included presentation of state
DPR by FRI, Dehradun, suggestions/ discussion by state authorities and incorporation of
suggestions in concerned state DPR.

At the onset Sri M. K. Shukla IFS, Director CSFER welcomed all the participants.
Dr. Savita IFS, Director , Forest Research Institute, Dehradun and the Chief Project Coordinator
gave a brief report about the aim, objectives and activities under the project. She focused how to
maintain vegetative cover on both sides of the river. She requested for implementation and
suggestion from the house. Thereafter, Dr. Neelu Gera IFS, Head Silviculture Division, Forest
Research Institute, Dehradun presented the state DPR for the state of U.P. and other issues of
concern in cleaning Ganga through forestry interventions and mentioned the enormous
opportunities.

Sri Umendra Sharma IFS, PCCF, Uttar Pradesh highlighted the importance of this
project in context to religious importance of river Ganga. Shri S.R.K. Varshney IFS, CCF
(Projects), UP. requested FRI to add more budget to research activities under the project. Shri
S.K.Rastogi, CCF (Project), K. Praveen Rao, IFS, CCF Wild life, Kanpur, K. R. Yadav, CCF,
Kanpur, B. K. Singh APCCF (Projects) and forest officers of divisions related to this project
participated in this consultation meeting. DFO, s from river Ganga territory area and its
tributaries were presented and participated. Dr. Somendra Kumar Naresh, Statistical Officer,
Forest Department Lucknow also participated in the meeting.

They also expressed their views about the threats to himalayan rivers and the importance
to make river Ganga clean by the different models suggested under state DPR. Team of FRI,
Dr.Savita, Dr.Neelu Gera, Dr. Ombir Singh and Gurpreet summarized the suggestions and ideas
given by different forest officials from U.P. Dr. Savita, Director FRI, deliberated about the
details of possible forestry interventions in preparation of detailed project report for Ganga and
also conveyed best wishes for the success of project. The Scientists of CSFER Dr. Kumud
Dubey (Nodal Officer, U.P), Dr. Anita Tomar and Dr. Anubha Srivastava and officials Dr. V.P.
Pandey Dr. S.D. Shukla and Sri A.K. Srivastava of CSFER dedicatedly hosted the program.
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Welcome of guests



Dr. Savita IFS, Director FRI, Dehradun & Chief Project Coordinator highlighting

the objectives of the project



Welcome address by Sri M. K. Shukla IFS, Director CSFER, Allahabad

Address by Sri Umendra Sharma, IFS, PCCF (Uttar Pradesh)



Delegates participating in the meeting



Interaction of U.P. forest officers with Dr. Savita IFS, Director FRI, Dehradun and Chief

project coordinator of the project

Delegates and participants if%onsultation meeting at Lucknow U.P.



