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Minister of State (1C) for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Govt.
of India visited Advanced Research Centre for Bamboo and Rattan,
Aizawl, Mizoram

Shri Prakash Javadekar, Hon’ble Minister of State (Independent

Charge) for Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Government of India
visited Advanced Research Centre for Bamboo and Rattan (ARCBR),
Bethlehem Vengthlang, Aizawl, Mizoram on 9" January, 2016 and later
participated in a ‘Farmers’ Meet’ organized by Environment and Forest
department, Government of Mizoram at Forest Training School, situated in the
vicinity of ARCBR campus.

He was accompanied with Shri Lalrinmawia Ralte Hon’ble Minister of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of Mizoram; Dr. Anil
Kumar, Additional Director General of Forests, MOEF&CC, Govt. of India,
and Sh. Lalramthanga, PCCF, Government of Mizoram.

On arrival at the research centre’s premises, he chaired a session in the
conference hall of ARCBR where he was briefed about the research activities of
the centre by Sh. Hans Raj, Scientist C & officer in charge Director, ARCBR.
The session started in a traditional Mizo way when Young Mizo Association
(YMA) College Veng branch choir welcomed the minister with a welcome
song. Hon’ble Minister took keen interest on different research and
development activities of the centre while visiting various stalls in the
Exhibition. He interacted with the Scientists and other research personnel
present in the stalls and got acquainted with findings of various research
projects conducted by the centre.

Subsequently, Hon’ble Minister Vvisited the Forest Training School, Bethlehem
Vengthlang where he inaugurated an academic building (under the loan from
Japan International Cooperation Agency) and also interacted with the farmers,
tree growers, bamboo artisans, craftsmen, forest department officials, and all
other audience present.

Addressing the public gathering, Hon’ble Minister stressed the importance of
forests of Mizoram and also highlighted the urgent need to conserve them in a
sustainable manner. He also pointed out that Mizoram is very rich in Bamboo
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resources and therefore, it’s a high time to develop industrial products at a
commercial scale. He said that, “My motto is ‘Development without
Destruction’ and while pursuing the goal of development, we must to conserve
and protect our flora and fauna. In this aspect the central and state authorities
should work together to achieve the goal.”

Stating the role of public in forest protection the Minister said, “If the real
protectors, the people, do not participate protection will not be successful.” He
said, “Mizoram and other North-Eastern states are the treasure of forests in
India from MoEF & CC perspective.”
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