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INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIOLOGICAL
DIVERSITY 22 May 2015

The United Nations General Azsembly adopted
23" May 1292 as the International Cay for
Biological Diversity to commemorate the
‘Adoption of the Agreed Text of the Convention
on Biological Diversity at 3 conference in
Mairobi, kenya. Since 2001, the Interrational
Day for Biological Diversity & celebrated on
22™ May each ysar with 3 different theme to
provide unigue opportunity to raise public
awareness on the importance of the
biodiversity.

Theme for 2015 Biodiversity for Sustainable
dewelopment

Development thot mests the needs of the
prezent without compromizing the needs of
future genengtions.

The logo employs the “handprint” concept,

i haz been increazingly ussd to expresz 3
positive  vision of action in support of
sustainable development The hands are thoze
of present and future geneations, and they
are ako the hands that will bring positive
change to our planst.

Biodiversity: Biodiversity is 3 term we use to
dezcribe the variety of life on earth. Itrefers to
the wide variety of animals, plants, their
habitatz and their genss. Biodiversity iz the
foundation of life on earth 1t is crucal for the
functioning of our ecosystems.

t——, Convestionen
f Biological Diversity

Status of Biodiversty in Indio

India, 8 megadiverse country with onfy 2.4% of
the world's Bnd ares, harbours 7-E% of all
recorded species, including plants and animals.
About 4045 spe of flowering plant
[angicsperms) endemic to India are distributed
amongst 141 genera belonging to 47 families.
In terms of endemism of vertebrate groups,
India's global rarking is 107 in birds with 65
=pecies, 57 in reptiles with 155 species and
in amphibians with 110 species. Outof the 34
global biodiversity hotspots, four are present
in India, represented by the Himalaya, the
Western Ghats, the MNorth-zast, and the
Micobar Izlands. Marine biodiversity of Inda is
alzo remarkable with ower 200 diatom species,
20 dinoflagellates, E44 marine algze and 32
mangrove species. Emdemism iz zgnificant
acro= different plant groups in India. Az a
centre of orgin of cultivated plants, India has
20 agro-eclogical zones. A total number of 11
cultivated plants and 202 of their wild relatives
hiave been documented so far. India ako hazsa
wast and rich repository of farm animals,
represented by broad breecs of cttle (34),
buffaloes {12, geat (21} sheep (32] and
en (15} Zoological Survey of India (Z51)
haz recorded 3022 fish species in Indis,
constituting about 2.4% of the known fish
species of the world.

SH 3gE W SAg-Tafaerar W e §e9ele F1 faaasr o fohar a=m | 59
PRIGH H A ITTRH g utd AT Afgurer faaAs o ggaer R |

Forests in Indiz are spread over an area of
582,027 km® covering 2105% of the
beographical area of the country. The total
tree cover in India is estimated to be 208
million hectares, accounting for about 3% of
the total geographic area of the country. Az on
2014 there are 520 Protecied Areas [PAs;102
Mational Parks, 527 wildiife Sanctuaries, 57
Conservation Reserves and 4 Community
Reserves) covering 1, 66,551 km® or 5.07% of
the country's gecgraphical area. [MoEF Report
on CBD, 2014}

Unitad Natlons Becade on Blodiversity

Initiotives  in  Implementation of the
Convention:

India haz enaced the Biological Diversity Ad
2002, which primarily aims at regulting
to  biological resowces and  aszocEted
traditional knowledge so 3z to ensure
equitable sharing of benefits arising out of
their use, in accordaneE with the provision of
Articles 15 of the CBD.

The Value of biodiversity:

» Most of the ooygen we breathe comes
from plarkton in the oceans of the world
and lush forests around the globe.
Biodiversity iz 3 vital azs=t in global and
local economies.

Food production depends on biodiversity
and the services provided by ecosystems.

an and secwre supplies of water ako
pend on biodiversity.

Biodiversity provides regulsting services,
such a3 mitigating climate change and
prevention of soil erosion.

Biodiversity iz the basziz for susminable
livelihoods.
Biodiversity plays a major role in mitigating
climate change by contributing to long-
term sequestration of carbon in 3 number
of biomes.

respureEs are the pillars upon which
ration has developed. The loz of
biodiversity threatens ow food supplies,
opportunities for receation and tourism, and
spurces of wood, medicines and energy.
Biodiversity iz crucial to human wellbeing,
sustaingble  development  and  poverty
reduction. Let us maintain and conserve it for
better future.

Protect life on Earth

Director
Arid Forest Research Institute,

Mew Pali Road, Jodhpur

Website: www.afri.res.in
Email: dir_afri@icfre.org
Tel: +81-029:
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